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Renault 16 – Dossier Complet
– Concluding the extracts, translated by Alan
Dempster, and published by kind permission of
Retroviseur

Middle-class Hatch
First “5-door” saloon on the market,

it distinguished itself as much by its
comfort as by its road-going qualities, its
practical side and its level of equipment.

To understand the importance of this
new Renault, you must put yourself in
the context of the French market at the
start of the sixties: imports, although
constantly increasing, are still in the
minority, station-wagons are still, with a
few exceptions, considered as utility
derivations; as for Régie Renault, it
occupies essentially the economy vehicle
sector, the Frégate (removed from the
catalogue in the Spring of 1960) being
quickly forgotten. To replace it, the
planners are working since the late fifties
on a project known as 114: with rear-
wheel drive and four independently
sprung wheels, it has a completely new
six-cylinder inline engine in alloy. But it
costs too much. Although fourteen
running prototypes have already been
assembled, Pierre Dreyfus decides to
abandon the 114. Hence the presence in
the Renault range, from 1962 to 1967, of
the American Rambler, assembled in
Belgium.

For the new middle-range car,
everyone starts again with a blank page,
with the exception of the engine: this will
be the six of the 114 – with two cylinders
amputated! They are pressed for time: it
is now 1961, the car has to be released in
1965, which leaves less than four years to
conceive and industrialise the new project
115. Then along comes the proposition
of Claude Prost-Dame and Gaston
Juchet (see the interview) for a radically
new car, transformable, equipped with a
rear hatch and based on a floorpan with
front-wheel-drive. Accepted by Yves
Georges, who runs the planning office
(forward studies) it has no difficulty in
getting the green light from Pierre
Dreyfus, who presses for a medium-range
car offering space for the family, good
roadworthiness and capable of competing
with the best European 1500’s.
Moreover, as the factories at Billancourt
and Flins are going flat out, a new site is
needed to produce the future “115”. This

will be Sandouville, near Le Havre,
finished in record time: groundbreaking
in July 1963, first car off the assembly
line in December 1964!

Apart from its very tight lines, the
future R16s bodywork is original in its
conception, with a very rigid platform,
side panels stamped in one piece but split
in two, a practically flat roof but flanged
and especially, set back from the sides, to
leave the door entries clear. The major
innovation concerns the way the interior
is handled: by doing away with the
partition between the boot and the
habitacle and foreseeing a jointed shelf
attached to the hatch, a modularity is
obtained which will set a fashion. Also
note that the Renault 16 will be one of
the first cars to be equipped, from the
very start, with an alternator. But in fact,
why this list? It doesn’t correspond to
anything in particular, unless the
arithmetic progression of the range ; 4, 8,
16.

Absent in Paris
Surprised by the paparazzi during

their first trials in Italy in Autumn 1963,
the prototypes are then sent to the
northern United States for trials in cold
weather, or to Africa for the opposite
extremes, while others tirelessly circulate
on the Parisian track at Lardy. The press
is informed – officially this time – at the
end of summer 1964, but the new
Renault (provisionally christened “1500”)
made people wait at the following Salon
de Paris: its public presentation is in fact
put off till the Geneva salon in March
1965, the press having been invited to its
unveiling on the Côte d’Azur in January.
Comfort, interior fittings and
roadholding receive only praise, whilst
people are undecided about the
aesthetics; the relatively low power (55hp
DIN), the non-assisted braking and the
clear but minimalist dashboard come in
for some criticism. These points will be
corrected within the first five years of a
long career, off to a good start with a
“Car of the Year” award for the 1966
season, ahead of equally innovative
models like the Peugeot 204 and the
Rolls Royce Silver Shadow. Its practical

side will seduce numerous French
families, many won over from Peugeot
and especially Simca. Outwith France,
particularly in northern Europe, its
success will be rapid, to the extent that in
1970, more than half of the production
will be exported. Our administrative
(public) sector is also convinced, notably
the army which appreciates the fact that
an officer can get in without having to
remove his képi.

The first modifications are quite
subtle, like a new dashboard done in
black with wood trim, or the fitting (very
provisional) of an automatic choke. But
in March 1968, again at the Geneva
show, the appearance of a TS version will
cater for the desires of fast car enthusiasts:
thanks to hemispherical combustion
chambers, valves in a vee and a twin-
choke carburettor, the engine, increased
in size from 1,470 to 1,565cc, offers 85
hp DIN, allowing it to be close on the
heels of several models of the two-litre
class. In addition, the equipment is much
improved: servo brakes, iodine (halogen)
headlamps, cowled instrument panel with
rev counter, reading-light... And this is
just the start, for down the years, the gem
of the Renault range will have many
options – even, for a run-of -the-mill car,
refinements formerly limited to luxury
cars: electrically-operated front windows
(1968), electrically-controlled sunroof
(1969), central locking (1972), leather
seats and even air conditioning.

Intelligent gearbox
The automatic gearbox was also part

of the programme, at first on a particular
version called the TA. Ingeniously
conceived so as to be no more
cumbersome than the manual box, this
three-speed transmission combines
planetary gears, torque convertor and
electronic management: although very
efficient in its operation, it had a job
winning over those prejudiced against
two-pedal driving. The year 1971 saw
one of the rare “re-stylings” of the R16:
the rear is pepped up by a straight black
strip (at the lower edge of the hatch) and
by nearly-rectangular rear light dusters.
On the technical side, note the standardi-
sation of the 1,565 cc engine (9CV), 67
hp for the L and TL versions, and 85 hp
for the TS, with the automatic option
available with the TL and TS. It was only
the State, forever stingy, who ordered for
some time some specific 8CV examples.
For the sake of completion, mention
must be made of “Commercial” versions,
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from 1968 to 1975 inclusive ‘ fiscally
advantageous for tradesmen and
companies, distinguished by an
indication of weights (painted) on the
right front wing, the presence of a
protective partition behind the back seat
and fatter tyres (except on the TS).

Despite an unfavourable economic
climate, the petroleum crisis and politics
of safety which were much concerned
with speed limits, the Renault 16TX was
presented in Autumn 1973: the engine
raised to 1,647 cc and 93 hp, its five-
speed gearbox, its rear spoiler (which
added 5 kph) and its four halogen
headlamps confirmed its motorway
vocation, whilst the standard equipment
is even better, incorporating a laminated
windscreen, inertia-reel front seat-belts,
rear windscreen-wiper, electrically-
operated windows and central locking. A
model well-received by the public, but
whose supremacy would be short, with
the appearance in Spring 1975 of the big
Renault 30TS with vee-six engine,
followed in November by the four-

Bodywork:The susceptibility to
corrosion of the Renault 16’s bodywork
borders on the suicidal. Even a car with
an apparently good outside appearance
may be prey to an advanced corrosion of
the floorpan. If you yourself don’t know
how to detect this insidious destructor,
go along with someone who does, or
contact the Amicale R16 Club before
finalising your purchase. Rest assured,
you can still find many low-mileage
vehicles, where good maintenance has
ensured preservation. Side-members
break in front of the foot of the rear
doors, as well as at the fixing points of
the rear suspension arms. The wheel-
arches abound with mud-traps,
responsible for an intensive ‘bubbling” of
the wings, particularly at the front and
around the catches (latches) of the rear
door locks. The floorpan sills, front and
rear, are sometimes corroded, as well as
the foot of the front doors, originally
filled with polyurethane foam. Finally,
the rear hatch and the foot of the door
frames are subject to the ravages of

from dealers, who sometimes will change
them cheaply. Pre-1968 universal joints
are practically impossible to find. The
gearbox is derived from the R8, so you
can find synchros and bearings at
specialists, for about 700F. Third-gear
synchromesh is often the first to show
signs of wear, especially on TXs.

Suspension: On the front suspension,
wear on the lower wishbones can make
the car “nose up” at the front: the
wishbones deform and the bushes wear
with age. Amicale is considering
reproducing them, as well as rear-
suspension bearings, equally impossible
to find. A set of front brake pads costs
about 100F. Brake discs up to 1968 are
rare, but available for later years. You can
hardly find brake cylinders for 1967 to
1969. TX (first version) brakes are the
same as certain Alpines, and the master-
cylinder of the second version is the same
as that of the R9/R11. Finally, hand-
brake cables, often seized, are sold for
about 140F each at spares dealers.

Electrics: The electrical circuits don’t
pose any particular problems. There exist
many varieties of headlights, varying in
price from about 150F to 600F each. The
lozenge-shaped rear-light clusters cost
about 125F and the rectangular ones can
be found for between 40F and 50F. The
indicators of the TX (second version) are
those of the R5 Alpine, supplied by
Renault at 240F.

Upholstery; accessories:Second-
hand upholstery can be found and
accessories are generally available.
Bumpers are still supplied by Renault, at
a total cost between 2,500F and 3,000F,
for the front or the rear.

Windscreen and rear window seals
(beading) are sold for 250F by Amicale
R16. Finally, the plastic gearbox gates(?)
can’t be found.

Spares:Many parts are still supplied
by Renault, often at elevated prices.
Swapshops and independent suppliers
present a more affordable alternative. In
all cases, the advice of clubs, particularly
Amicale R16, allows one to save time and
money.

The “Amicale” referred to is: Amicale
R16, 1 allée de la Coudraie, 77400
Pomponne, tel. 00 33 6 85 27 09 47.
This is the only club uniquely dedicated
to the Renault 16. For all Renault models
there is the Club des Amateurs
d’anciennes Renault, 41 rue Traversiere,
92100 Boulogne, tel. 00 33 1 46 21 30
50.

cylinder Renault 20. If the “economy”
versions (16L stripped to the point of
losing its hubcaps or the TL with 55 hp
engine able to run on low-octane petrol)
don’t have much success, the TL “65 hp”
and the TX, much loved by the high-
mileage boys, remain on the catalogue up
to 1980, the Sandouville assembly-line
stopping just before the Christmas
holidays in 1979: in fifteen years, total
production was about 1,850,000 units.

Finally, a section “Dans votre garage” deals
with the acquisition and maintenance
of a R16. I have left the prices quoted in
francs; bear in mind they are from early
2000.

In your garage
Still only just in the old car class, the

Renault 16 benefits from old stocks of
spares and newly-made spares from
Amicale (one of the R16 Clubs, see
below). Whilst the mechanicals are
robust, on the other hand, as far as the
bodywork is concerned, great prudence is
called for!

The R16 is still a very affordable car.
Examples in good original condition are
prized by certain collectors outside of
France. If the example you have
discovered is sound, you shouldn’t have
any problems. But the case is rare.

dampness, and if this is the case, there is
a good chance that the platform (the
floorpan) is already no more than a
souvenir. Body parts can sometimes be
found for sale, new from certain old
stocks, and some are reproduced abroad
or by the Amicale Club. Thus you can
find platforms for 400F to 500F each,
four wheel-arches for 1,500F and front
and rear foot boxes(?) from England or
Belgium. Finally, regular cleaning out of
drainage holes often obstructed by the
original soundproofing can avoid the
worst.

Engine: All the Renault 16 engines
are robust: they are not afraid of 200,000
to 300,000 km. The aluminium block,
with removable cylinder liners, allows for
a simple and economical recondition.
Liner and piston sets are still supplied by
Renault, by spare parts dealers and in
swap-shops, for 800F to 2,200F. The
rubber gasket located round the camshaft
seating needs checking: its failure has the
symptoms of a break in the cylinder-head
gasket. A complete gasket set costs about
700F from Renault and about 200F to
300F at a swap-shop. The double timing-
chain lasts for the life of the engine, and a
new carburettor will cost you around
1,500F.

Transmission:Clutches and universal
joints are available from Renault and

“total production was about 1,850,000 units”
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South West RENAULT Spares
A RANGE OF NEW AND USEDPARTS

FOR THE FULL RENAULT RANGE
• PARTS • PANELS • SERVICING • EXHAUSTS • REPAIRS •

• TYRES • CAR SALES • BATTERIES •
BREAKDOWN RECOVERY

GOOD STOCK OF CLASSIC RENAULT SPARES

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY – SATURDAY 8.00 am-5.30 pm
UNIT 1, GILBERTS COOMBE, NEW PORTREATH ROAD,

REDRUTH TR16 4HG

TEL: (01209) 314181
Just off the Avers Roundabout on the A30

Renault Turbo Spares
Breaking: 2 x 5 Gordini, 5 x R5GT, 2 x R9

2 x R11, 2 x R18, 5 x Fuego, 7 x R21, 1 x R25
Most Parts Available

Phone/Fax: (01254) 886885
Unit One, Queen Street Garage, Queen Street,
Great Harwood, Blackburn, Lancs BB6 7AT

Specialist servicing to all Renault turbos

Always wanted – Renault Turbos. Anything considered
All major credit cards accepted

Ren
au

lt O
wne

rs 
Club



Renotes

26 Renault Owners Club magazine

75 Years ago

1928 4-door Berline 12.5hp metal panelled saloon

This year, there is an increase in
Renault’s share capital from 80 to

100 million francs, all bought up by
Louis Renault himself. In company with
Edmond Serre (Director of Studies) and
Emile Tordet (Director of Methods), he
pays a two week visit to the United
States. Two new directors join the board,
Roger Boullaire and Henry Lefèvre-
Pontalis (Louis’ nephew by marriage).

The company manufactures nearly

Type PZ for its second and final year
and, significantly, for the last time, the
mighty 40CV in Type NM format,
which, having been first offered in 1910,
is superceded late in 1928 by the ‘small
capacity’ 7-litre Reinastella, which
becomes the first production Renault to
utilise a front-mounted radiator.

On the social side, the company
employs 29,500 people and, from 12 to
28 May, experiences a strike for a 10%
pay rise. On 20 October, the Louis
Renault Stadium is opened on the Ile
Saint-Germain in Billancourt.

Renault’s Russian factories were
nationalised after the October
Revolution, so the company tries to
negotiate the opening of a new factory in
the USSR – to no avail. The building up
of the Ile de Seguin in the middle of the
Seine continues apace and a Renault car
sales company is set up in Switzerland.
Renault opens up commercial branches
on the home market at Andelys, Pont-
Audemer, Le Neubourg, Louviers,
Evreux, Mulhouse, Fontainebleau and
Macon,

The company diversifies into 500 watt
electricity generators to power houses and
boats and, at the Boat Show (Salon
Nautique), Lambert launches its
hydroplane powered by a Renault engine.

In the air, Jean Mermoz pioneers
flight across the Andes mountains in
South America piloting a Renault-
engined Latécoère 25.

On the sporting front, three of the
new Vivasixes fill the podium places in
the 3-litre category of the Morocco
Grand Prix and two Monasixes take pride
of place in the 1500cc class. In the up to
8-litres class, a Renault wins the Paris-
Nice race for motor coaches.

A tax of 10 francs per hectolitre is
levied on petrol to raise 160 million
francs for the upkeep of the road
network.

Bunuel’s ‘Le chien Andalou’ is this
year’s box-office hit and Mickey Mouse is
born. Alexander Fleming discovers
penicillin and Charles Nicolle of France
wins the Nobel Prize for Physiology and
Medicine. In France, the Conservatives
win office and the Poincaré Stable Franc
replaces the Germinal Franc by the
simple expedient of devaluing the coinage
by four-fifths.

This was Renault in 1928.
(This information has been brought

together from documentation in the
Renault Owners’ Club archives)

HM-W

56,000 vehicles (a record) to take 25% of
the home market, and earns a gross profit
of 78.4 million francs, of which 20.3
million francs is net profit. The seven
model car range comprises the doughty
little four-cylinder Type NN (introduced
in 1925) in NN1 format, the mid-size
four-cylinder Type KZ (introduced in
1923) in KZ-2 format, two new six-
cylinder cars, the small Monasix and the
larger Vivasix, the new Type RA, the

Members’ cars by model
4CV/750....................................12
Alpine ........................................34
Caravelle...................................42
Clio ............................................83
Dauphine...................................23
Espace........................................17
Floride..........................................8
Fregate.........................................2
Fuego.........................................23
Kangoo........................................7
Laguna........................................45
Megane/Scenic.........................50
Safrane.......................................22
Twingo.......................................17
R4.............................................105
R5...............................................99
R6.................................................6
R8...............................................33

R9.................................................4
R10.............................................26
R11.............................................13
R12.............................................51
R14...............................................3
R15...............................................8
R16.............................................58
R17.............................................26
R18.............................................16
R19.............................................21
R20...............................................9
R21.............................................25
R25.............................................40
R30...............................................5

Total ........................................897

These are the totals for the main
models at 17 January, 2003 
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Renault ‘Down
Under’ (Part 3)

When considering New Zealand,
here are some further interesting

statistics to ponder.
The North and South Islands, which

make up New Zealand, have a land mass
slightly larger than the British Isles, on
which latter coming up for sixty million
people crowd together, which, amongst
other things, pushes the price of UK
property up into the stratosphere.  New
Zealand is home to some 3.5 million
people, of which 2.5 million live on the
(slightly) smaller North Island and, of
that figure, about 1.9 million inhabit the
Greater Auckland conurbation.  This
embarras d’espacemeans that nobody is
shoving anybody else out of the space
they consider to be their own, so that the
pace of life – even in Auckland City – is
much less frenetic than we are used to in
old Blighty.

People have time for people and
everyone seems to like the outdoor life
(the ‘barbie’ assumes similar social status
to that in Australia).  At an early age,
virtually all school children are taught
how to swim and learn the practical skill
of sailing, including how to right a
capsized boat.  Auckland is not called ‘the
City of Sails’ for nothing ! Walking,
trekking, mountaineering (particularly as
the South Island is blessed with the
Southern Alps), camping, sailing,
environmental caring and the open air
life are welcomed and dress is somewhat
informal, even in Auckland’s business
and commercial centres.  The most
widely worn foot apparel is sandals, but
many people go barefoot at home.

On a clear day, a superb view of
Auckland and its environs of up to
around twenty miles, including all the
country’s major boat sheds used by the
yachts competing in the Americas Cup,
can be enjoyed from the top of the
Skytower, one of the Southern
Hemisphere’s construction marvels and a
visit thither is de rigueur.  And the joy of
all this – and most other tourist
attractions – is that, whilst there are
certainly visitors around (including a
noticeable proportion of Japanese,
Chinese and South Koreans), nowhere is
crowded to the same capacity as we

experience in the UK.  In the South
Island, major attractions sometimes have
less than a hundred visitors milling
around, even in holiday times.  As soon
as one has cleared the Auckland suburbs,
the North Island countryside and tenor
of life bring back memories of a Britain
of forty odd years ago, before the advent
of the Beatles.  And some of the cars are
of the same age – Triumph Heralds and
2000s, Rovers of all ages and Volkswagen
Beetles are not as rare as hen’s teeth,
believe me.

And the gratifying consequence of this
freedom from being squeezed until the
pips squeak, is that house prices are
within the reach of almost anyone in
employment.  Although the average
income is lower than that in Europe in
general, the level of house prices is only
one third or one half of those current in
the UK and the houses are comparatively

to the local economy (tourism does not
count!), instead of being a millstone
around its neck.  It helps to be a doctor, a
dentist, a teacher or other indispensable
social person ! Perhaps certain other
countries could learn a thing or two
about such a sensible immigration
policy ...

However, I digress.  Back to matters
vehicular, not to say, Renault.

One of the highlights of our New
Zealand visit was my ride in (on?) a really
early Renault.  Renaultphile Neil Bieleski
is an enthusiastic member of the
Auckland Veteran & Vintage Car Club
and one of their running show vehicles is
a (probably) 1920 Renault Type EP
charabanc.  Or, more accurately, it is
(probably) a 1915, possibly ex-army
chassis/engine/gearbox/wheels ensemble
shipped out to the country after the
Great War, probably as a bare chassis,
which was most likely fitted with a
commercial vehicle body locally.  You
will have gathered that guessing this
vehicle’s origins and history is not an
exact science! One assumes that it earned
its living commercially up until just
before the Second World War, when it
was put out to graze on a North Island

spacious.  They generally include a garage
of some sort and often offer swimming
pools and/or have tantalizing sea or open
countryside views.  There is a significant
market for letting/renting property, as
the must-have-a-house-at-all-costs mania
prevalent in the UK, which contributes
significantly to the upward pressure on
our house prices, has not become all-
pervading in New Zealand.

But don’t rush out to catch the next
available ‘plane/boat to emigrate to this
English-speaking haven, because you are
not just allowed to walk in there to settle
down for the rest of your life (or a part of
it).  Tourists are welcomed, but strict
immigration laws are in force and one is
permitted to enter only for prolonged
business reasons or for residential
purposes after meeting a points-for-credit
criterion or by having very large sums of
money to invest in some sort of business.
In other words, one has to be self-
supporting, by contributing in some way

farm.  In May 1966, the derelict remains
(chassis, running gear, engine, firewall
and front mudguards only), were
discovered there, unused for twenty-seven
years, and rescued for complete
restoration, which included replica mid-
blue charabanc (charabanc= vehicle with
seats) bodywork.  The painstaking
restoration has lasted remarkably well
right up until now without requiring
further major overhaul work.  It is fully
roadworthy (in the legal sense of the
word!) A photograph of the vehicle
appeared on page 27 of ‘Renotes’
(No.5/December 2002).

Neil took me out for a spin (I am
talking figuratively, of course) around the
roads adjacent to the huge snug garage,
which serves as the club’s HQ and in
which the ‘sharra’ lives.  What an
experience!  Talk about ‘The Flintstones’
… the solid rubber-banded cast iron-
spoked artillery wheels transmit the
silhouette of even fag paper-proportioned

“… the solid rubber-banded cast iron-spoked
artillery wheels transmit the silhouette of even
fag paper-proportioned road irregularities ...”
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road irregularities via the solid axles
supported by unyielding leaf springs
(with no shockers) direct to the massive
chassis, on top of which is mounted the
replica period body.  Thank goodness for
the hugely padded, black-buttoned,
Chesterfield-type leather seats, on which
one perches precariously high above the
ground, whilst being whirled along at a
giddy ten miles an hour, waving to
everyone whose face breaks into a smile
as we pass, with the four-cylinder engine
huffing and puffing and tuffing ahead
and with the rear axle’s differential
gearwheels whining loudly behind and
with the gears in their box grinding
querulously with each other under the
driver’s feet every time Neil asks them to
swap places, even when encouraged to do
so by a firm double-declutch.

The vehicle crashes along, threatening
to disintegrate at any moment – and this
on smooth roads ! I was astounded to
think that, in the past, such machines,
with inadequate brakes acting on the
transmission shaft or on the rear axle
only, were driven over all sorts of roads,
surfaced or unsurfaced, in all sorts of
weathers, some transporting humans,
others hauling huge loads of farm
produce, bricks, coal, logs, sawn wood or
somesuch, sometimes hundreds of miles,
all over the world.  Unbelievable!  And,
all this within two decades of the first
spark combustion-engined vehicles
crawling across the face of the planet.  A
short quarter-of-an-hour of this truly
tooth-loosening, open air ride came to an
end with Neil expertly backing the
‘sharra’ through a narrow gateway back
into its cosy kennel.  Thank you so much
for this unforgettable experience, Neil.

Another high on my list was a close
encounter with a rare Twenties beast, a
Renault 40CV.  As mentioned earlier,
George Mihaijevich collected two 40CV
‘spares’ cars, out of which he recon-
structed and re-bodied one beautiful
vehicle, which Neil took me to see.
During his reconstruction work, George
was in contact with 40CV owners all over
the world (mostly in the United States
and in France) and, having dismantled
the remains of the two cars and having
rebuilt one from the pile of parts, he
knows every last detail of the cars and
probably more about them than anyone
else in the world, including all but a small
handful of French enthusiasts.  When did
you last meet someone who had
‘manufactured’ a 40CV? Nuff said!

A photograph of George with his
(slightly hidden) pride and joy appeared
on page 29 of Renotes(No.4/September
2002). It was a great shame that the
limited time available to me prevented
him from digging out of the depths of his
garage this imaginatively restored, boat-
tailed yellow Type MC to take me on a
drive.  George, be warned! I’ll tell you in
good time when I’m next coming over!
No excuses this time!

I have already outlined the generality
of the motoring parc in New Zealand
and one must not overlook the rurality of
the market.  Thus there are a significant
number of off-roaders (where Nissan and
Toyota dominate).  Further, the open-air
life ensures that a very significant
proportion of all vehicles are fitted with
towbars – for the caravans, trailers and
boat-carriers of all sorts, which help the
average New Zealand family to enjoy the
beauty of the countryside and of the
waters, which surround the islands.

To drift back to the Renault theme,
there are only occasional advertisements
in the specialised classic motoring press
for the older models – I recall a Fuego
and a 4CV, but little else.  During a
whole fortnight of rubbernecking, I saw
only the following models (mostly in the
Auckland area) in the metal – one Ten,
one Twelve saloon and one Twelve break
(estate), one Sixteen, one Five and three
Superfives, half a dozen Clios (only a
single Mark 1), a Twenty-One, three
Twenty-Fives, half a dozen Fuegos
(including one awaiting restoration in
Neil’s garage, near which snoozes his
1926 Type NN 1 four-seater Tourer, also
awaiting restoration and bought new by
his father (the only owner) from whom
he inherited it), one Safrane and several
Espaces.  But I was really chuffed to espy
a really rare bird, a red Renault (Alpine)
GTA Atmo coupe (right-hand drive)

asleep in a North Auckland suburban
garden, which seemed to be in pretty
good shape, if a little neglected, but with
air in the tyres.  Unfortunately, the note
which I pushed through the house’s
lefterbox remains unanswered to this day
... you can’t win ‘em all.

There is little doubt that there is some
prejudice against French goods, for the
quite justifiable reasons mentioned
previously.  When detractors bad-mouth
the British about their foreign policy,
they would do well to take a long, hard
look at the French government’s
inflexible dealings with New Zealand and
the surrounding ocean area over the last
decade or so.  Because of this, Renault in
New Zealand has not only to fight this
overt Kiwi discrimination as well as their
compatriot PSA group (Peugeot and
Citroen) competitors, but also the
Nippon hordes, keen to unload their
good condition ‘as new’ imports with
enticing longevity and irreproachable
service, which are unexportable to the
majority of the left-hand-driving
automotive markets.  This is a tall order,
but the Renault group now has a range of
very competitive vehicles to do battle
with other international carmakers and a
new corporate determination to sell
quality goods throughout the world.  Let
us not forget their strong Alliance (with
Nissan) and their ownership of Renault
Samsung in South Korea, which now is
the second largest marque in that market
and which will enter the export market
within the next couple of years.  And
low-cost Renault-owned Dacia is
standing in the wings awaiting its curtain
call, too.  Renault is not standing still, so
do not be surprised to see Renault
become the premier French make sold on
the New Zealand market within the
foreseeable future.

Let us wish them bon chance.
HM-W

Vehicle Licensing changes
Members receiving a new V5 (now officially referred to as the logbook) or licence

renewal will have noted the leaflet about changes to licensing law from early 2003.
These are again driven by initiatives to tackle vehicle crime. It will become more
difficult to  tax a vehicle that has no logbook or V11 and, in this circumstance, a

licence can only be obtained from a Vehicle Licensing Office, not a Post Office. From
April 7, 2003 an obligation will be imposed to return a logbook to DVLA when a
damaged vehicle has been scrapped and new inspection procedures come into effect

from that date for repaired, damaged vehicles. While these changes will have most
effect on moden vehicles we should remember that as current vehicles are fitted
with increasingly sophisticated anti-theft measures, it becomes ever more likely that

criminals will start to target historic vehicles.
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Classified Sales & Wants
ADVERTISERS

PLEASE NOTE
Small  adve rts in  R e n o t e sare  fre e to
members advertisi ng their personal  sal es
and wants (i.e. non-profitmaking).

Al l o the r adve rt isi ng i s charge d at the
following rates. All trade classifieds must be
pre-paid.

Classified (25 words) £10
1/4 PAGE (mono) £25
1/2 PAGE (mono) £45
FULL PAGE (mono) £85
Rates fo r co lour adverti sing avail able on
request.
Cheques should  be made payable to  the
Renault Owners Club and sent wi th the
advert  to R e n o t e sat 89 Queen Eli zabeth
Drive, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 9LA.
The ROC cannot warrant cars  o r parts
advertised in these columns.

Renault 5

Renault 11

Renault Clio

Caravelle

Books/Manuals

Renault 20

Renault Fuego
Renault 18

Renault 21

Renault 4

Renault 7

Renault 16

Ren aul t  16 TX auto , 1 976,  mecha nically
excellent. Has been used frequently for  long
jou rne ys.  I nter ior  in excellent cond ition,
f inished in  black leat herett e. F loorpan
un welded  and in  exc. cond . Re gular ly
Waxoyled. Bodywork very good for age. Dark
blue. Sale includes spares workshop manuals.
Gen. Reason for sale. £1500 ono. T el: David
01772 314084.

Clio  1.4 Automatic RT, 5 dr, 1991, J reg, l ight
metall ic  green, all usual extras, ex-Channel
Islands car , 50,000 miles, PAS, needs water
pump, a few other  bits and pieces for MoT.
Offers . T el: 01580 241131 or 07909 516192
(Kent).

1 9 9 3 road regis tered Renault Clio Will iams 1.
Sodemo built engine with Sadev 6 speed dog
box with l.s.d. 4 plate paddle clutch and much,
much more finer details. Prepared and built by
Ha rlo w Mo tor  Sp or t a nd maintain ed by
Nicholas Smiths Renault dealers of Skipton to
a very high standard. Immaculate both inside,
outs ide and underside. Speedline wheels and
tyres of all descriptions wit h a van load of
spare part s and body panels. Used in road
class f or  hil l  c l imbs an d spr ints  on Leda
suspension could be eas ily conver ted to rally
or race. This car, which is a class winner, can
be bought for a very sensible price. Full report
Renotes May 2001. Retirement forces sale.
Contact Bobby Fryers for more info. 01756
792485 (w); 01535 637548 (h). 

Renault 7GTL, 1978, for sale due to downsize of
cars, on British plates the car is MoTd, no tax,
superb bodyw ork, excellent runner, needs
small bit s & pieces to  ma ke  n r.  p er fect,
regrettable sale don’t want to leave standing in
garden to  rot awa y so best offer  secu re.
Looking for around £900. T elephone: 01895
271588.

1987,  R21 Mona co , new Mot , one f amily
ownership, 43,000 miles. Latter ly  used for
occasional tr ips into the country  for  elderly
parents. Garaged and or iginal. vgc. £1,750.
Tel: 01732 884388. (Kent).

1 9 8 7 Rena ult 21  GT X Savann a, 5  seate r,
highland blue/blue int., 123,000 miles approx.
Spares or repair. Free. Tel: 01609 882279. E-
mail: don.ryder@mgownersc lub.net  (North
Yorks).

R18 GTL,  Mk II  (1650cc), 1984, low mileage
(85K), 12 months MoT (£130 just spent). Very
reliab le, low cost w orkhorse . Pict ures
available. £200. Tel: 01793 610406.

1 9 8 4 A reg Renault 5 GTL MkI, 1108cc, 5 dr, 5
speed, moss green metallic (919), one owner
from new, ful l serv ice his tory, 35,000 miles
only, new clutch, water pump, very tidy, needs
little work for MoT. £150. Tel: 01580 241131 or
07909 516192 (Kent).

Renault 5 Gordini Turbo, Le Mans, very rare, one
of only 500 built. (Looks like a Turbo 2). Two
owners from new, long MoT, rebuilt engine,
good bodywork, interior  poor , needs slight
attention to brakes hence bargain at £800.
May PX. Tel: 01799 540639 or 07711 982752.

Renault 5 Gordini, 1980, only 47,000 miles, fsh,
black, T&T, original and turbo alloys. All good
tyres, Webasto roof, superb condition. £1450
ono. Tel: 07718 543096.

Ren ault 5TL, 3 door, 1100cc, 5 speed manual,
red, 64,000 miles, good tyres, long MoT, some
tax, sound bodywork, well maintained tidy car.
Offers over £500. Tel: 01630 685942.

Renault  20TX automatic , 1983, 65,000 miles,
drives well, extras, very smooth transmiss ion,
solid car, long MoT, tax till Feb. Tel: 0208 529
6041 or 07769 784365.

Fuego GTS 1983, factory fitted power steering, in
need of restoration. 96,000 genuine miles,
Would appreciate a good home to carry on
running. Resonable offers considered. Ideal for
spares. Tel: 01522 801795.

Ren ault  4GTL , A-reg, 1984, 81k miles; red;
sunroof; almost complete restoration; bills for
£4800; incl. Full re-spray an d par t ret rim;
describ ed as best R4  at Beaulie u (Se pt
Renot es, p20) ; more  ph otos available to
serious enquirers; reluctant genuine reason for
sale.  £ 2,300. T el: 01983 874204.  e-mail:
noel_stimson@compuserve.com

R4 GTL (R1128 ), 1986,  R ed, 72,000  miles,
(engine re-build 1,000 miles ago)  11 months
M.O.T , new front and rear shock absorbers,
service history, only 3 owners from new, radio
ca ssett e, c le an ins ide and out , rear  seat
missin g hence £55 0.00  o no. T el: 07 803
049917 ask for Adrien.

D reg 1986 Renault 4 GTL requires a new loving
home. Fantastic body.  Sti ll  as seen as my
Wedding car in Renotes, Issue 1, Jan 1999,
85,000 miles Tax & MOT up to Feb 28 2003.
£1000 ono. Tel: 01732 823425. (Kent). E-mail
barnfield@fairsnet354.fsnet.co.uk

Renault 4, beige, black leatherette upholstery ,
long MoT/tax, 1100cc engine, mechanically
exce llent,  ge nuine reason for  sale. Sale
inc ludes spares and Haynes manual. £550.
Tel: David 01772 314084.

R4 GT L, Blue,  1985, C Reg, 6 months MoT ,
taxed. £750. Tel: 01254 878902.

R4 GTL , grey, 1984, A reg,  70,000, complete
except for  rear quar ter panels , new panels
loose. Needs some attention. £100. Tel: 01780
753540. (Lincs).

R4 TL, two, 1976 and 79, MoT failures, one car is
running. Please contact me if interested or you
need anything. Tel: 01524 762391 (Kendal).

Carman red (719) , 1988 R11GTX 1.7, 136,000
miles, taxed & MoT to May 2003, owned for
past 9 yrs. New clutch, s/motor, cambelt. Very
reliable. Tel: 07771 845943 (Hampshire).

C a r a v e l l e , 1966, needs restor ing,  in running
order (does not dr ive), inter ior partly  s tripped,
no time to finish. £600.00 ono. Contact Glen at
glen.chandler@btinternet.com or  T el: 01895
271588/07951 044206.

Treasury of information. Renotes and Renofiles
from D ec.  1 991 to Dec. 2000 inc l. Clean
copies. £10 (mainly  for postage). Tel: 01269
713601 (Aylesbury area).

Advertise your
sales and wants in

these columns
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Classified Sales & Wants
WantedRenault 17

Parts for sale

Renault 12 (Mk2) Front cross member, (the bit of
box that joins the front of the two chassis legs
together and that the radiator sits on). I would
really  like a new one, so have a hunt about
and let me know on 07968 756442 dur ing
working hours. (Alan).

Petrol tank for a 1983 MK1 Renault 5TS, also
rear seat belts. Tel Ian on 0151 342 7159.

Renau lt 25 multivalve. Am looking for the twin
cooling fans for this model, with or without
radiat or  and hoses. Tel: Andrew on 01904
653734 (York) or amwatkinson@aol.com

Retracting front seat belts for 1972 R12TL. Also
black headrest kit for both front seats. Decent
front wings for same. Tel: 01432 274287 or e-
mail al2@ntlworld.com

Workshop manual for a MkI Renault 5TS (1983).
Tel: Ian 0151 342 7159.

R 1 7 decouverable sunroof  or  parts  there of .
Especially need winder rods (with plastic cogs)
which attach to the two sunroof motors. This is
seriously preventing me getting my car on the
road. Telephone: 07985 806320.

Renault 12TL, 1978/79, new or nearly new carb.,
mu st  be So lex. G len a t
glen.chandler@btinternet.com or  telephone
01895 271588/07951 044206. Must be good
price.

Weber 32 DIR carburettor for 1982 R5 Gordini.
Tel: 01303 243365.

R12 Mk II TS halogen headlight. Also early MkI
front seat head rests. Tel: 01202 859719.

Philips 890 rad io/cassette, Renault Boutique
accessory from late 70s,  ear ly 80s. Cash
waiting. Will collect. Any condition, working or
not. Tel: 07776 196903.

Steering  wheel, leather, and back bumper  for
phase I R30TX to finish restoration. Bumper off
phase II R30TS believed to be the same. Cash
waiting. Will  collect from anywhere. I  have
been look ing for  these parts  f or  years and
would appreciate any information as to where I
could find them. Tel: 07776 196903 or e mail
mr30tx@yahoo.co.uk

W a n t e d . XR25  machine,  or  the later  model
(XR25s). Good pr ice paid. Urgently required.
Tel: 07764 740647.

Doo r Skin s for R16 TX. Near  s ide rear  and
offside front required. May also consider doors
in good condition. Tel: 07780 822252.

Renau lt 17TS, 1973, white paintwork,  black
interior. Bodywork excellent, was extens ively
restored in 2000. Many new par ts fitted ( too
much to l is t). Alpine turbo alloy wheels and
four new tyres fitted. MoT expired. Slight fault
on engine (carb.) otherwise runs well. Just
requires a bit  of T LC t o make good. Sale
includes boot full of spares and manufacturers
workshop manuals. Reluctant sale, £495 ono.
Tel: 01623 688372 (Notts) after 6pm.

Renault 18 front panel and inner wings, new.
£40. Tel: 01580 241131 or 07909 516192
(Kent).

Mk 1 R5 N SR  Q/ Panel fo r 5d r,  brand new
Renault part £40.00. Mk 1 R5 / R4 etc. brand
new ‘Soleil’ alloy wheels still in boxes £100.00,
R5 Mk1 n/s  q/panel repair  section f or 3dr
£25.00. Plus some other bits including R4 F4
van rear  l ight lens (new). Tel: David 01282
770085.

Four 3-spoke Spanish Alpine wheels . Need a
good clean but in good condition. £120 ono.
Tel: 0207 736 2046.

Renault 16TX rear brake parts for sale. Tel: Ian
0151 342 7159.

Sagem SDM85 Renault Diagnostic station on
whe els,  complete  w it h Sit ere pc pro blem
library , al l comple te wit h all leads fu ll
ins truction manual and diesel timing sensors.
This machine cost over £10,000 in 1992 and is
in immaculate  condit ion. Wil l in g to
demonstrate by ex-Renault technician. A give-
away at only  £375.00 ono. For further details
ring Martin on 01453 886107 after 7 p.m.

Renault workshop manuals, R9 and R11, driver’s
manu als,  var ious mo dels . Pa rt s for  R11,
microfiche for R11.  T el: f or details  01621
854832 eves.

R4 eng ine 8005/63-7-64493, dismantled after
overhau l, new be arin gs, head  sk immed.
Complete with oil and water  pumps, requires
new pistons and l iners. Not run since rebuild.
Good re ason  f or sale. £200 ono.  War ren
Marsh 0117 942 6338 (Bristol).

4 x  Al loy wheels, 5  stud,  15in,  f it  Safrane,
Laguna V6, Espace. Fitted with 195/65V15
tyres. Renault option for above cars. £150. Tel:
01522 870733.

I have a number of Renault 17 spares for sale,
inc luding body panels, running gear, trim and
ele ct r ica l. Please  email me
dean_rapley@hotmail.com for further info.

Holidays Abroad

Renault 21

Visiting France?
B&B accommodation in a beautifully
restored 200-year-old farmhouse in

Lot et Garonne,
midway between Bordeaux and

Toulouse

40 euros for 2 sharing

10% discount for ROC members

Chris &Sally Stedman
'La Tuilerie', Salles
47150 Monflanquin

France

Tel: 00 33 553 700 549

ORLANDO
FLORIDA

ROC Member offers his beautiful Kissimmee
villa for rent.

The 4-bed house is perfectly located for all
the Disney attractions.

Its  lakeside position is quiet, private and
peaceful. The 30 x 16 heated pool backs

onto the lake.

10% discount for ROC members.

For colour brochure please
telephone 01277 652882  or view

on our website at
www.blueindigolake.co.uk

Alternatively please e-mail
blueindigolake@hotmail.com

NOTICE
NEW BODYSHELLS FROMRENAULT UK

One Renault 18 and one Renault 11
These bodyshells from the old Swindon parts centre

must now be disposed of urgently.
If you are interested please contact:

John Henderson on
07747 022982

R21 TXi, G reg, red with leather seats. In very
good cond, taxed and tested. £900 ovno. For
full details tel: 01531 820728.
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Rawsons
A/W to come
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New copy
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