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‘up’ side to things. Firstly, in spite of its light weight (a mere
650kgs), its aerodynamic shape (a Cx of 0.25) and its super-
long gear ratios, the 66bhp (SAE) punched out by the little
1100 engine did not give it a top speed of much over 165khp
(100+mph) when on song and it took thirty-six seconds to
cover the one kilometre standing start. Secondly, it cost more
than an MGB 1800 or a Triumph TR4, to say nothing of an
Alfa Romeo 1600TI
saloon, all of which were
quicker, more responsive
and, above all, more
practical, but just as
exciting. Cramped, narrow
and with the bucket seats
jammed between the
chassis backbone, the door
openings and the engine,
the Djet, let’s face it, was
not very welcoming, and
the vehicle could not carry
a child or a dog or even a
passenger taller than
1.75m. Then, as soon as
the weather turned warm,
the goldfish bowl rear
screen, the large front
windscreen and the
centrally-located engine,
all helped to turn the interior into a grill. And, finally, situated
a mere few centimetres away from the ears, the noise of the
engine with its free-flow exhaust did not make for an ideal or
restful GT car for long distances, even in the context of 1963.
In town, the gearbox, with its ultra-long ratios, of which the
lowest allowed speeds up to 70kph (over 45mph), required a
fairy’s touch – pardon me, foot – to get the car off the mark.
Obviously, we have no need to discuss further its easily
damaged bodywork in everyday use, despite large overriders,
added specifically at Bonnet’s insistence, chronic problems
endemic to new semi-artisanal products, frequent overheating
hassles and a virtually non-existent dealer network. This will
explain why only 180 Djets left the production lines at
Romorantin up to July 1964. The vehicle, despite all its
intrinsic qualities, paid the price for being too greatly inclined
towards competition. It had no chance, for, when it was used
on the road, it was too sporty and it was not sporty enough for
pure competition, where it was beaten on the circuits by the
true prototypes from Alpine, which were faster.

Poor sales, indebtedness and all the rest, which could
happen, did happen and happened quickly. Bonnet had no
alternative but to hand over the reins of his business to Matra,
who took over and nominated him as technical advisor. Bonnet
was forced to leave and, chilled to the bottom of his soul, the
whole thing ended up in a court case. But this is another story
altogether, as one says diplomatically. At the 1964 Paris Salon,
a communiqué announced that the firm of Engins Matra would
continue the manufacture of the Djet under the name of Matra
Bonnet. After DB and René Bonnet, here we are at Matra
Bonnet.

Forty centimetres longer:At that Salon, on its huge stand,
Matra presented Djets, revised, rectified and ‘civilised’ as was
explained at the time; these were called V and VS, thus
continuing logically the numerical sequence of the preceding
range. In reality, and to be honest, before circumstances had
forced Bonnet to relinquish power, these new Djets had

already been under consideration by his son, Claude, who,
even today, runs a garage at Champigny-sur-Marne under the
René Bonnet insignia.

In the factory at Romorantin, he had decided to develop the
car, in order to try to overcome the principle drawbacks
mentioned above and also commented on by the customers.
And he planned this without discussing it with his father or

with the car’s designer,
Jacques Hubert. To these
latest modifications, he
had to add those imposed
by Matra (since
September), who sought
to simplify manufacture. 

Very briefly, the
following are the
differences between the
Djet of René Bonnet and
that of Matra. First of all,
the tracks, which had
been deemed too narrow,
were increased by 10cm
at the front and by 8cm at
the back, necessitating a
modification of the front
cross member and of the
rear suspension, which
was beefed up at the same

time. This significant widening of the tracks called for a new
shape of the wings, on which the wheel openings were
emphasised by a thick rolled lip, which increased the car’s
overall width to 1.50m, up from the previous 1.40m. In length,
in order to increase the luggage capacity, the tail was made
longer by 40mm in the style of the ‘Aérodjet’ (the Le Mans
racers) and its design was modified with a bumper and
overriders, together with the round rear lights from the Simca
1500, which replaced those of ….a truck. At a stroke, the rear
screen became hinged at the front, for practical reasons.
Further, one noted the enlarged square front air intake, air
scoops to increase front brake cooling and better air extraction
around the rear screen. The car was slightly raised on its axles,
whilst the floor level was lowered in an effort to improve the
comfort. On the mechanical side, one found a new larger,
transverse exhaust silencer (muffler) at the back and new
gears, derived from production items, but ‘shorter.’ Although
this new gearing had the virtue of offering more convincing
acceleration, it left a yawning gap between the second and
third ratios. Of course, there were several other details
….giving a total of ninety modifications, which every Djet
owner clearly knows off by heart. The range thus comprised
the Djet V with the 1108cc engine giving 70bhp (SAE) and
170kph and the Djet VS with the 1108cc Renault Eight
Gordini ensemble giving out 90bhp (SAE), which differed
from Renault’s own saloon by being turned through 180
degrees, thus necessitating special exhaust pipework. To be
noted also was the replacement of the (cylindrical) carburetter
air filter by very musical trumpets. Selling at 26,000 Ffrs in
1964 (meaning about twenty grand at 1990’s values), the Djet
VS hustled along at 190kph (over 115mph).

To be continued in next issue

(The ROC acknowledges with thanks the copyrights of the
original (French text) author, Patrick Vergès, and of the
French magazine ‘Auto Passion’ in whose edition No. 30 of
December 1989, this article first appeared).

The first Soviet citizen to own a sporting French car, a certain….Yuri Gagarin !
At Matra, one knew how to get into orbit!
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MARCHANTS
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ADVERTISERS
PLEASE NOTE

Smal l  adve rts i n  R e n o t e sare  fre e to
members advertising thei r personal  sal es
and wants (i.e. non-profitmaking).

Al l  o the r adve rti sing is charge d at the
following rates. All trade classifieds must be
pre-paid.

Classified (25 words) £10
1/4 PAGE (mono) £25
1/2 PAGE (mono) £45
FULL PAGE (mono) £85
Rates fo r co lour adverti sing available on
request.
Cheques should  be made payable to  the
Renault Owners Cl ub and sent with the
advert  to R e n o t e sat 89 Queen Eli zabeth
Drive, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 9LA.
The RO C cannot warrant cars  o r parts
advertised in these columns.

Classified Sales & Wants
Renault 16
R 1 6 D L . Oldest known UK Spec car. Red, 717

Gearbox rebuilt with all new synchro cones +
oil seals, new c lutch , dr ive shafts  cylinder
head reworked, new head gasket.Car  has
original factory paint on the original sills. Tyres
replaced last year. Wil l be supplied with new
MOT, or iginal pre computerised log book and
valuable unique spares.  A commitment to look
after this car, keep as a collectors item and
not to use as a daily driver will be as important
as having the purchase price of £1950 Please
tel 01536 710046 after 19-00 hrs.

Renault 16TL for sale. Dark blue 1978, fitted with
five speed gearbox, sadly failed its MoT mainly
due to rust. The car can be driven, although
the handbrake is  inoperative.  Lots  of good
parts . The car  is in Hampshire. £30 ono. Tel
07780  8 58385  or E-mail
piers.caunter@tesco.net

Renault 18
R18  GT L Mk2  Estate  (1 650cc) , 19 84, lo w

mileage (85k miles) , 6 mths MoT, £130 just
spe nt on brakes,  very re liable,  lo w co st
workhorse. O ffers around £150. Tel: 01793
610406.

Renault 4
D reg, 1986, Renault 4 GTL requires a new loving

home. Fantastic  body. St il l  as seen as my
wedding car Renotes, Issue 2, 1999, 85,000
miles.  T el: 0 1732 823425.  (Kent) . E-mail:
barnfield@fairseat354.fsnet.co.uk

Renault 10
Renau lt  1 0, rare daily use ca r. G rey, black

int erior , 69K, 7/1 2 Mo T. £1000  plus bil ls
2000/3, mechanics, interior perfect. Body good
but needs cosmetic  attention. Offers around
£1200. Tel: 07866 454991 (Lancs).

Caravelle
I have 2 Renault Caravelle convertibles for sale

.One is  a one owner  from new 45,000 miler
tha t h as been stripped to bare me tal and
resprayed in the original white .The car runs
really well but has been stored in a lock-up for
about 3 years s ince the restoration and wil l
need some attention to chrome and an MoT.It
has soft and hard top and will make a fantastic
investment for the right person. The other is a
red soft top with loads of new bits including a
1300 engine good chrome and reasonable
bodywork.Has had daily summer use for many
years. Both 1968 and I'm looking for £3500
and £2500 respectively. Tel: 0208 8577820 or
07930 408777.

Renault 25
1986 (D) Renault  25 Monaco 2.0ltr auto for sale.

Lots of history. Many new parts over last few
years. Spares or repair. Good driver, first time
starter. Good bits: Good body, very good tan
leather interior, elec. windows and sunroof. 6
months MoT, tax out at end of April. Genuine
Renault towbar with twin electr ics. Bad bits :
Engine & gearbox both leak oil. Occasional
electrical fault causes misfire (cured by turning
ignition off then on again). Original radio non-
f unctioning. New car  forces reluctant  sale.
Offers invited. Tel: 0208 4678355.

Parts for sale
Renault 11. New parts, map reading light, water

pump, rear brake cylinders, cent re console
surround, rear brake shoes. Also used rear
door seal and an  alternator . Tel:  Norman
Thompson 0208 643 4590.

Ren ault  4GTL, 1985, l ight blue, chass is rot,
breaking for spares. Many good parts ; l ights ,
doors, tai lgate, bonnet, tyres, plus some new
spares: clutch kit, etc. All cheap, must go. Tel
for details, Roy 01623 555803.

R17G cy linder  head plus var ious ancil laries;
Complete  Re nault range microfiche from
Estafette to Safrane with microfiche machine;
R16 brake pa ds; R 17G F re nch spec
headlights, unused, boxed with backplates; R6
square headlight, unused. Tel: 02392 374829.

Low compression cylinder head for 810 series
engine (from late 5GTL mk. 1). Cylinder head
688 engine (R4/5/6). 4GTL doors & tailgate.
Front & rear wiper motors late 5GTL mk. 1.
Headlights R5 mk. 1. Various carbs & other
R4/5 bits.  Ripple bonnet for  very ear ly 2cv
(p re -53 ).  T el: 01242  250 095.  E-mail:
anything@andymcghee.evesham.net

I'm h aving a clearout so all must go. I have a
1983 Renault 5 GTL, 5-door.  Moss green
metall ic, one previous owner from new, tax,
and MoT, all history including bill of sale, only
35,000 miles, lots of new parts, £600. Also a
Renault 9 Automatic , 1988, E reg, MoT Sept,
exce llent for  age,  E/ W,  C /L, S/R , lots  of
paperwork, 77,000 miles £395. Have got some
Renault 18 front panels, inner wing panels
F&R, also front bumper panel. £40. Also, a
1960 Renault 4CV. LHD, still on French plates,
Runs, body good, needs some work , so make
me an offer. Pictures of the above can be sent
v ia e-ma il. Te l: 01580  2 41131  o r 07 909
516192.

Brand new Renault 11 par ts for TXE Electronic
1721, type B376. 7701468491 water  pump,
7701035475 rear brake cylinders, 7701366106
map reading light, 77013493 air intake tubing
40in length. Tel: 0208 643 4590. 

Solex 26DIS5. 800 series engine. Carburettor
Type 434. Brand new unused, suitable for
Renault 4. £30.00. Tel: 01328 701424.

Original Renault parts for sale, from R4 to R30.
Cont act H ector  –  Cyprus –  E-mail:
rotacy@globalsoftmail.com

RENOSPEED
Probably the only specialist in the UK
General servicing to a complete body-

off restoration.
Choice of engines from 845cc to

1397cc turbo.
Choice of gearboxes, high or low

ratios, 4 or 5 speed, using original gear
lever arrangement.

Laser cut chassis panels and
galvanising if required.
Lots of spares available.

Work up to a standard, not down to a
price. Don't give up on your R4!

Tel: 0208 694 1435 or
07816 586642

Renault 5 MkI Auto

1984, 47,000 miles
Maroon with unmarked beige

interior. Michelin tyres all round.
MoT to May 2004. Car currently

on SORN
Good original car, winner at

Beaulieu 2002

Best offer

Contact:
The Editor, Renotes

Renault 7
Renault 7GTL (booted 5), 1978, on British plates,

very good runner, ex bodywork (red). Requires
brakes to get through MoT.  (I have a complete
set of brakes for this car ie discs, pads, shoes,
cylinders, master  cy linder  plus lots of other
spares). It's a shame to leave it standing on my
garden, so any good offer. Tel: 01895 271588
or  0795 1 0 44206 . E-ma il me at
glen.chandler@btinternet.com
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Cars and Parts Wanted
Renault  18 saloon chrome windscreen trims,

front and rear. Mine are corroding so new
preferred. Any reasonable price paid. Tel: Alan
on 01403 753969 or alan.pearson@bt.com

Has anyon e got four plastic tubes to go in the
front seat backrests to enable headrests to be
fitted to my R16.  Also has anybody got the
plastic chrome gutter strip for my wife's newly
restored 1973 R5L (R1221).  Please ring Tony
T opliss  01476  57321 2, or  E-ma il
ttopli@nascr.net

Auto gearbox for 1988 R25 V6, 2664cc, type
4141, 3 speed auto, complete with diff. Must
be good. Please help or advise. Tel: 0121 686
4522. Fitterwayne@hotmail.com

Nearside front wing for Mk1 R17. Can exchange
for  mint condition Mk2 wing. Also seeking
chrome upper and side sections of front shield
and chrome side pieces to rear bumper. Would
also like to contact any R17 owners in Suffolk
area to take photographs/sketches to assist
with rebuild Tel: Chris on 01284 704846 or e-
mail ramspatch@breathe.com

Renaul t 9 and Renault 4 towbar assemblies
wanted, near Essex if  possible, any condition.
T el: Chr is  James 01 787 2 73471 or
sible@worldonline.co.uk

Car Jack for Renault 4, new or second hand.
Contact: tandjcronin@hotmail.com

New Zenith 28IF carb. (R4F6 spec.). Tel: Andy:
01 242 250095 . E-mail:
anything@andymcghee.evesham.net

Renau lt  5GTL , 1983, 5-D oor. F ront window
winder mechanisms. N/S and O/S. Also, Front
'petale' seats  in beige. Tel: 01580 241131 or
07909 516192.

Set  o f alloy wheels (4 stud) for 1995 Renault
Safrane, The spoked cross type (I think from
t he  Executive) . With or  with out t yres,
Reasonable price paid. Tel: 01580 241131 or
07909 516192.

Standard right hand drive driver's door mirror for
R16 and screws. Anyone got a spare one? Tel:
Dave Wadsworth 0208 894 2784. 

Genuine Renault exhaust parts (must be Renault)
f or 1647cc Rena ult  18 GTL/T S/GT S T ype
R1341/1342. Especially  rear s ilencers – part
number 7701 702 484, s tamped with Renault
diamond,the number  81 and manufacturer -
usually "Lauchaire", "ELI" or "Wimetal" . Box
also has a large dent in rear corner to fit round
towing eye. Please help, Renault don't supply
the real thing anymore! Also wanted – Any R18
Ame rican -specif ic p ar ts  (o r car  I can
dismantle!), especially trim – offside rear door
trim with chrome insert and full width black rear
spoiler. Contact Richard on 01270 764912.
Email Richard@birchy16.freeserve.co.uk 

R11  TXE, Elect ro nic  phase 1,  must be
good/decent condition, no horrible restoration
p rojects , MOT  w ould be preferential. Will
colle ct  nat ionwide . Te l: David on  01282
7 70085  or 0 7740 10 3848 or  email
jelly.racing@virgin.net 

I'm still looking for front anti rol l bar bushes for
R5 Gordini turbo A reg, will just take drop links
if in good nick. Please help I'm really s tuck.
Tel: 01256 346814.

Other
1991 Fiat Panda Young 750. Left-hand dr ive

(Or iginally  registered in Italy; now on British
plates). 68,000 km; one owner from new.
Taxed  and MOT'd unt i l  end Sept . 200 3.
Designed to run on unleaded, in excellent
condition, perfect for  your  house in France!
£550 ono. Tel: Andy: 01242 250095. E-mail:
anything@andymcghee.evesham.net 

Renault 6
Renault  6TL, 1972, L Regd, tax exempt, white,

recent full respray, highly showable car, taxed
and tested, £950. Tel: John Henderson 07747
002982.

Ren aul t 6, 850 l.h. d, ve ry early  model with
starting handle and chrome surround on rear
quar ter window. Drives and chassis  mostly
good. Phone for details. £99 car only or £150
with good selection of new parts included. Tel:
01536 710046.

Advertise your unwanted parts in these
columns.

Renault 11
D reg R enault 11 GTL,  high  mileage , good

condition, no tax or MoT, near fsh, recent new
battery and alternator. Selling for spares. £80.
Tel:  078 11 32 4359.  E-mail:
steve_tricker@dynexsemi.com 

Renault Turbo Spares
Breaking: 2 x 5 Gordini, 5 x R5GT, 2 x R9

2 x R11, 2 x R18, 5 x Fuego, 7 x R21, 1 x R25
Most Parts Available

Phone/Fax: (01254) 886885
Unit One, Queen Street Garage, Queen Street,
Great Harwood, Blackburn, Lancs BB6 7AT

Specialist servicing to all Renault turbos

Always wanted – Renault Turbos. Anything considered
All major credit cards accepted
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