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Comment

WELL, have you noticed the difference? From this iSReaotedas taken
another step forward and will now carry colour on every page. With the
increasing use of colour we do of course need more high quality colour pictur
which is where you, the members come in. Send us your contributions and

remembeRenotess not just about older cars, contributions from members with

new Renaults are just as valid.

On our letters page the debate on speed continues. This debate, sparked
oft-quoted remark that ‘speed Kills’ is | think missing the point. Perhaps a mo
appropriate slogan would be ‘inexperience kills’ for it is a fact that for years
driving instructors have been teaching people to pass a relatively simple drivi
test when really they should be teaching them to drive. There is a world of
difference between the two.

A pupil can pass a driving test without ever having driven above 30 or 40m
and without any experience of motorways. Once the examiner has been satis
that same pupil is then let loose on the roads with no further checks or tuition
required. Our simple driving test includes an arbitary eyesight test of reading
number plate of a stationary car at a specific distance; that this is a complete
waste of time is highlighted by a survey carried out by Specsavers and suppd
by Renault.

At the 2002 Motor Show Specsavers carried out eye-tests on 3,000 visitor$

and found that 738 failed the basic vision test, which meant they were driving
illegally. To save you working it out that is 25% or one in every four! Perhaps
it's time we had a stiffer eyesight test on application for a driving licence and

all drivers to submit to regular checks at the opticians.

In the light of all this is it not time Governments ceased cluttering up town
and countryside by planting road humps and cameras all over and concentra
instead on the real issues? Perhaps then, when people are better trained ang
see where they are going, we might just be able to get back to a situation of
realistic speed limits and do away with the paraphenalia of traffic calming
measures.
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Chairmans notes

nce again | find myself writing the Chairman’s few words  is far more complex than importing a car. Nevertheless | will

for the magazine. | will try not to dwell on the few be meeting some car friends who joined the ROC event a few
members who supported the club by attending the AGM, years ago at Beaulieu. | will also be making my regular visit to
however | am deeply indebted to those who did attend. 2003  a superb scrapyard which only deals with Renaults ranging
sees the magazine being produced solely by John Cowgill who from 4CV to Avantime!

capably produces the life-blood of the organisation. | attended the French Car Club day at Stanford Hall which
The main event is coming soon, put the date in your diary, Wwas a total culture shock to me. There were many Renaults
August 10 at Gaydon. This is an excellent venue where | there, all fairly modern, but all reflected a new type of interest
would like to encourage both old and new faces to join in. completely alien to me. They were ‘sound systems and body
Regrettably | will be unable to attend as | will be in Holland kits’ that moved! | can only admire the individuals enthusiasm

pursuing my other main interest. | am importing a dog which ~ and dedication but nowhere to be seen was a single Renault
5GT Turbo that was original, both bodywise or mechanically.
| yearn to find such an early car in order that | can preserve

CLUB SHOP one-

) i ) . ) | am very pleased to see Renault Wil launch the Trafic
Following the resignation, due to ill health, of Chris Barratt Crew Cab in July, this is a concept not common in the UK but
Tony TODHSS has taker_1 over the Club Shop. Tony is c_urrently certainly the norn% in the Netherlands and Germany. A van and
co_mplllng a complete list so _that the shop can go onjllne. Once family vehicle in one by having five seats and still a van
things are back up and running an announcement will be made during the week! The new Mégane is a super vehicle in
in RenotesIn the meantime we would like to thank Chris for '

his off he last f d wish hi I'in th 1.9DCi form, did you know it has a Nissan gearbox?
flf efiorts over the last few years and wish him well in the Finally for model collectors, Minichamps has just released
uture.

a superb 1/43 Renault 16 model in limited supply.
The following table shows the number of each model on
the ROC database as at 9 June, 2003. Ve n S

ACVITE0 . .. 10 ..
Dauphine. . ........ ... ... ... ... 21.. AUGUST
oyl 0 0 GAYDON
R4 e 105. . Our main event this year will be a
RS e 100. . one-day event (Sunday) and will
RG .t 5.... include autojumble, driving tests and
R7 1.... the usual club competitions_
Sg """"""""""""""""""""" Sg Invited clubs include: Citroén CC,
ro0’ 2. Peugeot OC and DeLorean CC.
Rl .. 10 .. Discounted admission will be
RL2 e A7 .. available to ROC members on
R14 ... 3. production of their membership
RIS 7.... card.
R16 ... 56. .. ; ;
RL7 23... Put the date in your diary NOW!
RL8 .. 18 ..
RLIO . . et e e e 20.. SEPTEMBER
R20 . .t 8.... To be announced
R21 . 24. ..
RS 38... NOVEMBER
'EISO ........................................ -~~~ Sat/Sun 8/9 CLASSICCAR SHOW, NEC

PINE o e 32... .
Megane incl. SCeniC. .. .......covverneeinnna... 48. . Theme will be 1980s. A good R9 or 11
ClO ot 82. .. is required. Also R30, R18 Est, R4 Van,
Laguna. . ..ot 46. . . early Trafic van, late model R12, R14
Espace. ..................................... 15 - or anythlng else Of Interest bu"t
Safrane. ... 23.. between 1979 and 1984.
Fuego . ... 23... Please contact David Austin
Kangoo. . ... e 8.... :
Fregate. .. ... ... ... . 2....
TWINGO .« o o et 17.. E-mail: events@renaultownersclub.com
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Letters to the Editor

Carbs. and R4s Blast and counterblast

Dear sir, Dear Sir,

After reading Don Reid’s article on fitting an SU carburettor to | would like to comment on matters that have caught my
his R4 | though | would write with details of a conversion | attention in the February issueRE&notesStarting with the
have done in the past to a R4 GTL. Vice-Chairman’s notes — a further powerful blast, which |

First track down a Mkl R5 TL/GTL, fitted with the 1108cc  have no doubt Nicholas Antram has duly noted! | suspect the
engine in a breakers yard and remove the carburettor and air  Vice-Chairman’s notes are written a bit tongue in cheek and |
filter assembly, then remove the inlet/exhaust manifold and must say | don't really share many of his views on the
finally the rocker cover and associated throttle linkage. All the omnipotence of the private car and all that goes with it. | am
above items fit directly on to the R4 GTL with minimal pleased however that he feels free to state his views in this
modifications to the throttle and choke cables. You can cut in magagzine without restraint. It would be interesting to read

to the heater feed and return hoses and with some copper pipe other members ‘blasts’ or ‘counterblasts’ in response.
and an 8mm copper tube soldered into it the carburettor can be oy my part | believe we are putting faster and faster

fed with hot water to heat the base and allow improved vehicles into the hands of drivers whose driving skills, thought
running during the winter. ) o processes, roadcraft, etc have not increased commensurately;
This conversion gives better acceleration and flexibility indeed when it comes to controlling a skid, braking without

with an increase in output of approx. eight to 10 hp. There is sliding, driving without wheelspin and so on, most of them
no significant effect on fuel consumption.. simply do not have a clue and this applies to practically 100%
Or_we_ word of warning though, make sure the carburettor of women drivers, who are beginning to exhibit ‘in your face’
you fit is not worn out, as so many of them seem to be driving tactics as well as the usual speeding.
nowadays. When it comes to appropriate and inappropriate speed I'm
Deek Flaell not convinced the average driver is competent to make his/her
Kent own judgment. | believe, along with Mr Antram in rigidly
enforced speed limits, speed cameras and indeed no more road
Editor’'s note: Derek also sent a pic, which we are unable to  building. One obvious problem with permitting drivers to
reproduce, of the author J R R Tolkein standing in front of legally attain very high speeds is that they become reluctant to
a R4. Does anyone know whether the car belonged to the  drop down to the low limits required in particular circum
author; and do you have pics of famous people pictured stances — they feel that they are merely crawling along (which
with R4s or any other Renault? If so the Editor would like  relatively, they are) and become annoyed.

to know. | think it is absolute madness to build cars that are faster
and faster, usually justified by saying they are in consequence
| more economical at part-throttle cruising. Unfortunately it has
As n_eW 40CV! been stated by Renault that their aim is to be at the cutting
Dear Sirs, edge of the performance-orientated technology push and this
Is there anybody in the ROC who is knowledgeable on makes me feel rather uncomfortable.

Renault-related toyS and memorabilia? In an attic Clear-out, we Moving aiong’ | have read many interesting contributions

have found something that we believe may be quite rare:a o the magazine by Mr Hector McKenzie-Wintle. Who is this
Lego model kit of the 1926 Renault 40CV. This model dates  chap? |s he employed in the motor trade (by Renault,

back to the early/mid 1970s, is complete with all parts, original
packaging, building instructions and
even four ‘Golden Stud’ gift tokens
valid until the 1st January 1977!

This model was bought for me by nj
parents from the closing-down sale of
independent toy shop in the Grimsby
area long after the model was last
produced, this example had apparentl
sat in a storeroom for a number of yeg
We cannot remember exactly, but we
estimate that we bought it around the
mid-1980s.

| would appreciate if anybody in thg
ROC has any idea if this item might
have any value. Like most children of
that period, | never kept Lego sets
separate in their boxes and am not su
how this one survived intact!

Wayne Spillett
Kent
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perhaps?) He is clearly extremely keen on all Renaults — even \Nj|es. \Mles
the pre-war ones. which were, in many instances, rather ’

lacking in enthusiast appeal, | would suggest. Dear Si_r,_ . L .
Reading about the Editor's new Clio | am beginning to I am writing this letter to express the appreciation of Sheila

wonder if he was the late-lamented Reginald Spanner who ~ 2nd myself to Dafydd and Beryl Williams and their co- ,
disappeared from the pages of the mag. some months ago. | workers for their considerable effort, which they clearly put in,
assumed at the time that, having sold his Renault 5 (shame) hetO make the Twingo Run 3 such a great success.

had left his spanners in the back of the car and turned to Euro Despite changeable Wee}ther (it fairly chucke_d it down at
. the lunch break), the route introduced us to a hidden Wales,
watching or whatever.

. . , bleak and awe-inspiring one moment, soft, beautiful and
I was very mteresteo! to learn in a further reader’s !etter of dazzlingly colourful the next. This weekend was surely the
the possibility of removing some or all of the electronic

h - ) g Principality at its springtime best, with luminous, almost
glmmlckry _from modern vehmle_s, thereby rendering them fluoregcen); multi-h%edgfoliage and with young lambs
repgl.rable.m remote plages. This seems t.o me to be a very gamboling over the lush green fields, which the bursts of
positive thing to do, provided exhaust emissions are not

; 2 . . sunshine served only to enhance.
interfered with significantly. | wouldn’t mind trading up to a Regrettably, there was but a handful of ROC members
modern vehicle if it were possible to prevent it from shutting ’

. 3 present, most of the seventeen Twingos being non-member

itself down on the slightest pretext. _ customers of Dafydd’s, including one German and one French
Mr M-W has been fortunate enough to get hold of a review yepicle. However, all the Twingos made a most attractive and

copy of a French volume and | also have one of these, dealing photogenic display ranged neatly around the tiny car park in

with the Salmson marque. | suspect that Chaters are the only  front of the imposing finishing point, the Maesmawr Hotel.

UK stockists of these French-language books, which inciden We are sorry that so many club members missed a real treat

taIIy are not too difficult to read with the aid of a diCtionary and we could thorougmy recommend next year’s event, even
and a bit of patience. Mr M-W ranks the large Renaults of the  1h6ygh we were not Twingo-mounted!

20s and 30s alongside some very illustrious makes, in terms of  Our thanks once again to the Williams’ family for a really
size and luxury, which is fair enough. Technically however it great time!

can be fairly said that they lagged far, far behind nearly all Hector & Sheila Macknzie-Wintle
other makers of such cars, the engineering being virtually that

of 2-ton commercial vehicles. The old ‘45’ however certainly Dorset
had enormous presence. Mr M-W wonders of any unknown

examples of the largest Renaults await discovery. Irecalla The debate continues
few years ago salvaging old car spares from a wood and was
surprised to find a few prewar Renault 10 or 12hp cars there.
Enquiries indicated that the owners of the wood, who lived a
few miles away, had got a very large ex-French embassy
Renault which was fire damaged; presumably one of the
Stellas. Not my sort of car and | didn’t pursue the matter.

Dear Sir

Incomprehensibly Mr. Allen accuses me of "attempting to stop
proper debate" but | am pleased to see that | have achieved the
reverse with the two long letters in the AgRiénotesn the

subject of managing the motor car. | suspect that as a member
Reading on | note from the list of new members that 47% of a car owners club my views may be in the minority. More's

of the 30 people concerned have what | term modern Renaults.the plt.y, but my startmg point, with nearly 30 years of
This contrasts with 27% (ie 241 cars out of 897) modern motoring experience, is the fact that there are simply too many

Renaults owned by the overall membership. This is a factor to C&rS on the road and: many of them travel too fast. It is not a
be taken account of by the committee | suppose. Is this an que_!stlon of t_h's Government being "anti car' but about t_helr
indicator of a definite trend, or merely a blip? It will be of taking tentative steps to address these problems. Continued
interest to find out. | was pleased to see that currently R4s top 02d building is not the answer as, in my view, the impact on
the list of owners cars, having ousted the R5 from top spot. | the environment in our pyercrowded |sle_md IS unaccep_table.
wonder how many are actually in use. The bad news is that What(_aver_ Mayor K(_an L|V|_ngsto_ne'§ motive fqr congestion
they are very rust prone and difficult to weld on the vertical charging it has achieved its objective of freeing up central

sections of the chassis. the good news is that it is extremely Londen. On buses and in taxis | have observed a remarkable

. . ) improvement.
easy to fabricate the necessary repair sections as the floor pan . . . .
is all straight lines. I would like to return to the issue of speed. David Austin

| really must get down to writing some R4 repair notes; refers once more t_o |nappropr|ate speed belnlg the pr(_)bllem.

: , . To me this is splitting hairs; when people say 'speed kills' of
meantime don’t scrap your R4 because of chassis rust, as course what is meant is inappropriate speed. But when is speed

repair can be carried out more expediently than you might pprop peed. P

b . . . 'inappropriate'? Is it a question of the skill of the driver? The
think with a bit of thought on body, or better still, part body 5 . .
removal. you take out the windscreen, cut through the screen ;er?:r;olo%y IOf the Carirt. 'Irr?prrr?vr?? Veh'ﬁle ttei;hnolhogvy gr'lV?S
pillars, unbolt the body rearward and subsequently re-weld drivers a faise security, human response times have no
screen pillars. Also note that Renault sell rear chassis repair improved in line with the technology. -

. ) . . ; I would not be concerned if the speed limit on motorways
units to bolt the suspension trunnions and floor skins. If you

. were increased. What concerns me is speed in the urban
are wealthy enough you can also buy a complete new chassis. ) P )
environment and on rural roads. As a pedestrian | am well

R A Maver aware that a street with fast moving traffic is much more
Lincs threatening and unpleasant than if the traffic moves slowly.
20mph is quite fast enough through streets where people walk.
Editor’'s note: H M-W, a club Vice-President, is the club The introduction of 20mph zones in Hull has achieved a
librarian and archivist and yes, | do still have the R5, now  38.5% reduction in child casualties. The Transport Research
safely tucked up. Establishment states that a pedestrian hit by a vehicle
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travelling at 40mph has a 15% chance of survival and at diameter of the wheels and tyres. If the ABS does not come in
20mph a 95% chance of survival. Mr. Allen suggests "a few" then the car is not achieving maximum retardation. | also find
real policemen in place of sleeping policemen but urdortu it most unusual for a brake pedal to come to a sudden stop
nately this is not a viable option and we must endure the after so litle movement. The Renault engineer explained that
hateful traffic calming as it seems it is the only effective way  this was the brake master cylinder coming to the end of its
of forcing drivers to slow down. travel, which is not normal, and as far as | am concerned

As a cyclist | am appalled at the anti social speeds on should never happen in any circumstance.
country lanes, frequently in excess of limits. Once again the I would like to hear from any other owner who has
technology means that drivers may be unaware of the speed atexperienced this problem in an emergency braking situation.
which they're travelling but it makes for pretty stressful Ray Andrews

cycling when cars pass, often too close, or brake dramatically

because another vehicle is coming in the opposite direction.
No, the fact is that driving ability has not improved in line

with vehicle technology, and a large number of drivers

endanger lives through anti social 'inappropriate’ speed. My

letter in the FebruarRenotesvas based on two simple points, All readers aa welcome to ex@ss

there are too many cars on our roads and many of them travel . . .

too fast. | should be surprised by the strength of the responses their viewns in these columns.

of Messrs Austin and Allen but I'm not, as this debate is

always so polarized. Am | the only motoring enthusiast who

iders that we should curb f th d curb :
;:no:;;rg;iatgsvsgesds%u cHrb otirise oTfhe car and ctrb ot Send ur letters to the Editor at

NiCh0|a; Anrt]:am Beccles or g E-mail to
Il on .
J magazine @mnaultavnersclubcom

Hartlepool

Scenic RX4 brakes

Dear Sir,

| own a 2001 Scer_ﬂc RX4 anq | believe that there 90u|d_ be_a Derestricted motorways

design problem with the braking system. While holidaying in )

France last July carrying five people | had to brake sharply to D€ar Sir, _ ) ) _ _
avoid a car that shot out of a junction from my right. | pressed In connection with the interesting correspondence in April's
the brake enough to make the car stop, however as | braked th Renote®n life with our motor vehicles, 1 too would like to see
car did not slow down as it should and although | pressed the the removal of urban road humps and chicanes.

brake down as far as it would go the car continued to coast on, !N addition I would also suggest the following:

stopping about six inches from the other car. Everyone in the All motorways as toll roads with derestricted speed from
car believed that it was not going to stop. After this incident |~ 11pm to 5am folr those of us with speed and desires to 'escape
tried the brakes several times on a dry road and found it from the throng_. ) ) o .
impossible to create enough pressure to cause the ABS systen All commercial vehicles, Whethe_r I!ght vans, “Q'ds or artics
to operate. The ABS will only operate on a wet or greasy road 9overned to 90kph because of their, in my experience, latent
and only when full pedal travel has been used. instability in emergency situations and poor (relative) braking

The pedal has a total travel of two inches, then it hits a performance_. . .
metal stop. At this point the pedal is three inches from the My motoring these days is largely restricted to the south of

carpet on the floor. It is impossible to create any more pressure ENgland where ‘proximity’ driving is the norm and therefore
to effect more stopping power perhaps there is a case for reducing all speed limits now on

After the holiday | took the car to the local dealer who non-motorways to reduce the risk of collision, but | appreciate

services the car. The service manager tried the brakes and that this conge_stion is not countrywide. .
Vehicle Excise Duty should not be uniform, but be based
could not make the ABS system operate on a dry road. The

the weight, size and speed attainable by a vehicle so that a
system has been checked and no fault found. A couple of days on
later | had a phone call from the garage service manager to say Range Rover, Hummer or Dodge V10 Ram Magnum SUV

he had tried another RX4 that was in for service and the should be charged about £5000pa. Is that unreasonable?

; . Much as | have largely enjoyed my Renault motoring for
braking performance was the same as my car. | asked him to bout 40 | t helo but feel that si the mid 80s th
contact Renault to send an engineer to test the car. He arrived abou years 1 cannot help but feetnat since the mi s the

. surfeit of vehicles on this small island, travelling further and
Ezkggiﬁeﬁgtgaoxgrﬁgit@ar and his findings were that the further to get from A to B, has slowly destroyed the natural

His reason for the ABS not cutting in was that the RX4 has ambience and romance of our roads and most of our villages,

larger diameter wheels and fatter tyres, therefore having more tongnaarll(ljt (}i:g\e/:been very good at finding and supplying parts
O e ) 20 e a7 1 0T aNGENT Renauls al e yers Ty e a ot
Scenic. He said that he had used a RX4 with his work, but had their favour, but not card entry and start cards.

; | suppose my all time favourite Renault will always be the
never had a problem, but he also said that he had never had 0 4~/ a1 | was introduced to in 1952 whilst hitch hiking down
use the brakes in an emergency.

| believe that Renault has spent a lot of money developing the N7. .
the RX4 and has not given any thought to updating the braking David Wf’idSNOI’th
system to cater for the increase in weight and the larger Twickenham
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Brittania
Rescue

Full page
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Didn’t we have a lovely time ...7?

gmford Hall at Lutterworth was the venue for the French pipes, roughly the diameter of drain pipes, were in abundance
ar Day hosted by the Peugeot Gti Club on Bank Holiday and those were the visible bits. Under the bonnets lurked
Sunday. In typical Bank Holiday weather, scattered showers, chipped engines and extra carbs and a host of other gizmos,

heavy at times, (and how) a small band of ROC members designed | suspect more for show than anything else. Many of
gathered on a soggy field shared with other Renaults, Peugeot:the car boots were packed with speakers emitting sound levels
and Citroéns. that made one question the hearing ability of the driver, though
This, though, wasn't the usual ROC event of classic cars,  the heavy showers did discourage many of the owners from
more the Max Power type event, which left some of us leaving the boot open and damaging the hearing of anyone
wondering what we were doing there in the first place. nearby. Walking round the displays | did wonder how many of
Hundreds of cars, trade stands and other attractions, these modifications had been notified to the insurance

including an F1 and Peugeot 206 WRC simulator, packed the company concerned, as modifications not notified usually
fields in front of the hall. The classic car enthusiast would be  mean invalid insurance.

disappointed though for the majority of the cars on display In spite of all the money expended on some of these
bore no relation to what left the factory. vehicles the ROC stand still had one of the quickest cars on the
Added spoilers, front air dams, side skirts and exhaust park — a factory standard Clio Cup! Makes you think. JC

Left: Time to go home.
Above: Mmmm, I'm sure the car was a
Peugeot!

Renault Owners Club magazinkl 9



Renotes |

News from the [ederation

Paint Directive

he proposal for a directive 'on the limitations of emissions 500 g/l. Some modern two-pack type paints have VOC values
of volatile organic compounds due to the use of organic  that just meet the 420 g/l limit, but most are in the 550 to 600
solvents in decorative paints and varnishes and vehicle g/l range.
refinishing products' seeks to ban the sale from 1 January 2007 Two pack paints contain iso-cyanates and should never be
of vehicle topcoat products exceeding 420 grams per litre (g/l) used outside a properly ventilated, filtered spray booth with
of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC). Topcoat products for pressure fed breathing apparatus for the operators. Modem

this purpose are defined as 'any pigmented coating that is water home vehicle paints require a heated spray booth to cure
designed to be applied either as a single-layer or as a multiple- properly.
layer base to provide gloss and durability. It includes all The effect of the directive as drafted is thus to limit avail

products involved such as base coatings and clear coatings.  ability of vehicle refinishing products to some two-pack

Base coatings means pigmented coatings designed to provide products and the modem water-based systems. This, in turn,
colour and any desired optical effect, but not the gloss or will:

surface resistance of the coating system. Clear coating means - Make it impossible to carry out a satisfactory repair to

a transparent coating designed to provide the final gloss and  accident damage on a cellulose painted vehicle without first

resistance properties of the coating system." stripping back to bare metal and then re-painting the whole

The directive sets VOC limits for other products thus: vehicle from scratch.

Gun wash (for preparation) 850 g/l - Make it impossible to refinish some historic vehicles in

Body fillers, 250 g/l the correct manner.

Primers/sealers/surfacersf/fillers 540 g/l if general metal - Make it impossible to obtain vehicle paints that will air-
primer, or 780 g/l if a wash primer dry satisfactorily.

Special finishes, 840 g/l defined as 'coatings designed for - Require even one-man restoration businesses that need to
application as topcoats requiring special properties, such as  paint components prior to assembly to find the space for, and
metallic or pearl effect, in a single layer high-performance to invest a minimum of several thousand pounds in, a heated

solid colour and clear coats, (e.g. anti-scratch and fluorinated spray booth with breathing apparatus.

clear-coat), reflective base coat, texture finishes (e.g. hammer), FBHVC has urged FIVA to seek an amendment to the draft

anti-slip, under body sealers, anti-chip coatings and interior  directive to have the definition of Special Finishes extended by

finishes.’ a phrase such as ‘or coatings designed for the authentic repair
Cellulose paint has a typical VOC value 700 to 750 g/l, and restoration of historic vehicles’ so that cellulose and coach

while coach enamel has VOC values in the range from 480 to enamel will be included in the higher 840 g/l category.

Retiomobile 2003

Among the diverse exhibits at Retromobile were top: this model of the 1927
type MH 6 wheeler Trans-Saraha Pioneer; top right: a 1980s Renault
armoured cafjust the thing for the rush hour — Ednd right: the 1987

Renault Vesta Il experimental car. With a 716cc 3cyl petrol engine this car
averaged 62mph and returned 145.6mpg on the Paris-Bordeaux autoroute!
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Maréchal Petain’rdre du Jour’
of 30 July 1918 and by Louis’
promotion — alone amongst all
civilians — to Officer of the Légion
d’'Honneur on 6 September, 1918.
Sic transit Gloria!

This year, La Régie turns over
115,096 million francs, invests
4133 million francs and makes a
net profit of just over 1648 million
francs. The 4CV and Juvaquatre
van give a return of between eight
and ten percent, but Frégates and
Colorales are sold at a loss, despite
great efforts to enthuse the market
by increased after-sales service and
extended guarantees for the Frégate
range.

The organisation has 50,886
employees and loses 275 through
natural wastage and judicious
‘downsizing,” which includes

Renault’s stand at the 1953 Motor Show

50 Years ago

I n 1953, a depressed vehicle market results in Renault's
production falling to its lowest level for three years, with
161,644 vehicles manufactured, of which 120,460 are
passenger cars and 41,184 are commercials. This latter
includes 3,534 agricultural tractors, but does not account for
the production of a further 15,922 separate engines. Nearly
40,000 vehicles are exported, of which nearly 24,000 go
outside the franc zone, but this business costs Renault over
trois milliards de francsn losses. The product range covers
the 4CV saloon and convertible, the Juvaquatre 300kgs van,
the Frégate variations, the Colorale series and lorries and
utility vehicles.

The stagnant home market leads to vehicle stockpiling and
a return to seasonal sales, with disappointing figures for the
Frégate and Colorale ranges. In view of this, Renault’s boss,
Pierre Lefaucheux, decides to refocus on the profitable 4CV
range and to soft pedal diversification. A crumb of comfort
appears in the form of a letter from the authorities to Louis
Renault, who has been dead for nearly a decade already (!),
stating that they are abandoning their pursuit of hitherto
unpaid tax on allegedly excess profits earned during the First
World War on government contracts awarde8aaiété
Anomyme des Usines Rengulbuis’ own company, which
controlled the whole of the Renault empire up to World War I
and which has continuously and strenuously denied this
claim). Itis a wry reflection on the fickleness of politics that,
at the time of the Great War, Louis’ efforts, which included
the design (at his own expense!) and manufacture of the
FT-17, the world’s first light tank with a 360 degree swivelling
gun, of those twin cylinder workhorses, which gave rise to the
famous Taxi de la Marne troop transfer legend, plus the
production of hundreds of Renault-powered Renault
aeroplanes and huge amounts of military ordnance, all of
which helped massively to avoid the Germans overrunning an
ill-prepared France, were recognised in glowing terms by

several union activists involved in
the April to May upholstery and fitting out workshops’ strike.
Agreement is reached with the Spanish government for the
4CV to be assembled for that closed market by FASA at
Valladolid, and with Hino-Diesel to do likewise in Japan. A
new assembly factory is opened in South Africa and the
Belgian plant at Haren is expanded by 12,500 square metres.

Renault introduces no new models, but, at the company’s
request, Carrozzeria Ghia produces an elegant Frégate
cabriolet, called ‘Ondine’ (the name will re-appear on special
de luxe versions of the Dauphine and the Dauphine-Gordini
from 1960), which graces the Motor Shows, but this effort to
stimulate sales of the Frégate has no mainstream production
sequel.

Competition-wise, Jean Rédélé, a Renault works driver and
later to become father of the Renault-based Alpine marque,
brings a 4CV home to outright victory in the Dieppe Rally and
to a class win in the Mille Miglia, while Jean Estager in a
similar car wins his class in the Monte Carlo Rally. A Frégate
also wins its class in the Garmisch Rally.

On the silver screen, Cluzot’s “The Wages of Fear” is the
film to see and, in the sciences, a vaccine against poliomyelitis
is discovered, whilst the mystery of DNA is unravelled. The
Eurovision network is established and New Zealand’s Edmund
(later Sir Edmund) Hillary together with Sherpa Tensing
conquer Mount Everest.

Dwight D. Eisenhower is President of the United States of
America and, in that country, the Rosenberg couple are
executed for the treason of passing atomic secrets to the
Russians. General Marshall wins the Nobel Peace Prize for
the Marshall Plan for Reconstruction and, upon the death of
Josef Stalin, supremo of the USSR, the ebullient Nikita
Kruschchev steps into his shoes. Parliamentarian Pierre
Poujade, speaks up forcefully for France’s small shopkeepers
and small businessmen, and the coronation of Queen Elizabeth
Il (one of the first major events to be broadcast by the
burgeoning medium of the new-fangled television) assures her
popular succession to the throne of the United Kingdom, left
vacant by the death of her father, King George VI.

This was Renault in 1953.

(This information has been brought together from
documentation in the Renault Owners’ Club’s archives)

HM-W
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Renault-Rifard, the wing on

wheels

12

Top: This profile suggests an aeroplane
wing ... nothing unusual for a car
conceived by a 'plane designer. Observe
the driver’s noticeably rearward location.
Above: Ensconced in this narrow cockpit,
the driver can see only the road far
ahead, as well as the comprehensive
equipped dashboard, filled with Jaeger
and Moto-Meter instruments.

Renault Owners Club magazine

Amongst the astonishing dosities, which & have
come across, the Renault-Riffard apsetr be one of
the most mgstenious of post—war carlf its ancesty
allows no uncetainty the past histor of this
uncorventionalbaquetteas well as its out-of-the-
ordinary conception, still remain an enigma.

n the Fifties, Riffard, the engineer, was not breathing the air of automobile design

for the first time. Way back in 1934, he had made a name for himself as the creator
of the aerodynamically profiled Renault Nervasport Special, which captured three
world records, one of which was that for 48 Hours, with 8,000 kilometres covered at
an average speed of 167.455 kph.

The true extent of his research has probably never seen the light of day, due to his
confidential employment. Certain realisations remained at the prototype stage only,
unknown to the great public and, indeed, to the majority of the factory departments. It
is such an instance that we place before you today.

Artisanal — This prototype, the profile of which is inspired by the wing of an
aircraft, with its offset driver’s seat, from which only the top of the drivers head
shows above the wraparound Plexiglass windscreen, offers a reminder of the DB
(Deutsch & Bonnet) tanks. According to the owner, the famous flat—twin Panhard
engine at one time, powered the vehicle.

However, the Champigny cars were not exclusively powered by the twin-cylinder
unit from theavenue d’lvry-locatefirm; between 1953 and 1954, solverquettes
were built with Renault 4CV running gear to compete in long distance races.

The manufacturer’s plate stamped byEepartment des Minedates the vehicle
to anywhere between 1950 and 1954. It has proved impossible to pinpoint more
accurately the year of its manufacture and to define the usage, for which it was
originally conceived.

But the fact that it has a tubular chassis and that the 4CV engine has been turned
around and placed in the front of the car leaves no doubt that this is a ‘one off" affair.
Renault, who also developed record-breaking streamliners in collaboration with
Marcel Riffard, would not have countenanced the use of a platform, which was not
taken from a production car, let alone one with a front-mounted engine. This would
have appeared as a complete antithesis of their ‘all at the back’ 4CV layout.

Original — Calling a truce to such prognostications, we discover this creation to be
very original, to say the least. Let us start by looking at the aluminium coachwork,
which is very light and strengthened by a firewall, and the whole ensemble does not
weigh more than 450kgs. To avoid aerodynamic turbulence, spats cover the wheel
openings.

To allow the front wheels a limited turning circle, the front wheel openings are
curiously fitted with 2CV Citroen rear wheel spats, turned front to back. An imposing,
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ahead of first gear, one must be
careful to avoid mis-changing.

This car and many parts,
including the five-speed
George Claude gearbox, were
offered to the father of the
current owner many years ago
by Marcel Riffard himself.
Unfortunately, the history of
thebarquettewas only passed
on by word of mouth and the
actors and their exploits no
longer exist or remain
unknown.

Above:In 1997, the Chequered Flag event participants at
Montlhéry rediscovered the Renault-Riffard, which came out of
retirement for the meeting.

faired-in headrest improves the airflow behind the driver’s
head and probably contributes to the vehicle’s high-speed
stability.

As far as the mechanical side is concerned, the Renault-
Riffard uses a 4CV engine bored out to 904cc. In passing, we
should note that this capacity does not fit sensibly into any
class normally associated with the breaking of records.

Seriously uprated, the engine boasts many special parts,
amongst which are a much modified Autobleu cylinder head
(with finned aluminium rocker box cover) and domed pistons,
which suggest the use of a relatively high compression ratio.
The four-cylinder unit has a reworked camshaft; lightened
crankshaft and flywheel, a twin-choke Weber carburettor and a
one—off combined inlet and exhaust manifold.

Unbelievable— Apart from the five-speed Georges Claude
gearbox, all the bits have been pulled out of the Boulogne
Billancourt constructors parts bins, such as the solid rear axle
from the Dauphinoise, the drum brakes from the 4CV and the
145 x 400 tyres are the same size as those fitted to the
Dauphine.

Braking is taken care of by a tandem master-cylinder of
25mm diameter, having independent front and rear circuits.
The fuel tank, endowed with a large filler pipe, contains forty
litres of petrol.

Let us now step into the cockpit. Wedged into a welcoming
bucket seat, our view behind the small adjustable steering
wheel encompasses a haphazardly laid out but complete instru
mentation. An 8500rpm rev counter and 200 kph speedometer
leaves us questioning the cars capabilities. In reality, the
engine even in its highly tuned form ought not to rev above
5500rpm.

Drifting off into dreamland, we imagine that this car could
have been fitted with a Boudot engine. Developed on the 4CV
engine block and topped with a special twin-cam cylinder
head, this sort of power unit, fed by two twin—choke Webers,
put out 56bhp at 6500rpm.

Such an engine powered the VP (Vemet & Pairard Renault
Special) in the 1957 Le Mans 24 Hours Race and it was timed
at 175kph. Going back to our prototype, it can still touch
170kph in its present form.

Confidential — Apart from the dashboard and the circuit
ahead, one cannot see much: the narrow cockpit allows little
sideways vision and the rear-view mirrors are more decorative
than functional.

Lets us finish by saying that the Claude gearbox calls for
double-declutching at every gear change. Furthermore, it is
relevant to remember that, because reverse gear is straight

Apart from a few relatively recent sorties, which, in
addition, add nothing to our dossier, the Renault-Riffard would
have participated in several races in Italy. Consequently we
appeal to our readers’ knowledge and, in particular, to the
Riffard family, in order that we might learn a little more about
this beautiful and enigmatic wing on wheels.

Acknowledgements: The translator and the ROC
acknowledge 'Rétro Hebdo' (No. 86 of 26/11/98) and the
author, Cyril de Plater, as the copyright holders of the
original (French) article and pictures and thank them for their
co-operation.

The \lsionary

Marcel Riffard was born on 30 November 1886 in
Argentina, his father being a chemical engineer and alsd
French consul. Returning to Europe at the age of sevep, he
won the first prize in the Open Mathematics Competitign
ten years later. Then he entered the School of Mines in
Saint-Etienne, but he soon abandoned that career in fayour
of aeronautics.

In 1910, he planned and made the first all-metal
aeroplane. Chief of planning at Bréguet, then technical
director at Etablissements Louis Monge in 1924, he
invented a de-icing device and developed hydroplanes &
Loiré & Olivier. After a spell at Marcel Bloch, which later
became Marcel Dassault, where he was general manag
he met René Caudron in 1932 and became technical
director of that firm, the year in which Louis Renault firs
invested therein.

Under his iron rule, 73 prototypes appeared betwee
1934 and 1940. Yet the factory only produced 58 plane
25 years. Amongst others, he conceived the Caudron
C360, C361 and C362, the plane which, according to s
sources, was the first Coupe Deutsch machine. 1934 w
his hour of glory, when the Caudron-Renault Rafale C46
won the Coupe Deutsch de la Meurthe and laid hands
the Word One Hour Airspeed Record. The same yeal,
the Nervasport, clothed with his ideas, pulverised seve
world speed and distance records at the Montlhéry
racetrack.

His reputation as an aerodynamicist meant that he h
invitations from Renault, Panhard, Monopole and DB ...
whom he developed prototypes. For twenty years, he
assumed the functions of a sporting commissioner and
timekeeper. This precursor, who died in 1981, is
considered to be the father of moden aviation

the

—

ad
or
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Adrian Flux

As last issue

14 | Renault Owners Club magazine



ne of the club’s first events of the past few years has been
the Welsh Run. Sunday 18th May saw the third running
of this event once again capably organised and sponsored by
Dafydd Williams, aka The Enthusiastic Welshman.
An early start saw your correspondent arriving at the start
location just outside the small town of Corwen at 9am. As the

| Renotes

For the afternoon the weather became somewhat kinder, the
intermittent heavy rain/drizzle combination lifted and the sun
came out giving some of the roads around the many Welsh
lakes an almost continental feel. The weather seemed to
enliven the many lambs as well however, so whilst they had
given up sleeping in the roads they had taken to wandering

scheduled departure time of 10am approached more and more around them, often unable to decide which way to go in order

cars arrived until the car park was filled with Renaults of all
sorts; three Clios, one R5, one Scenic and sixteen Twingos.

After a quick bite to eat and wander around the carpark it
was time to go. Cars left at intervals of one minute and
disappeared into the lanes heading towards Bala lake.

It was at about this point that | was reminded (again) what
an improvement the Clio we now have is over its predecessor,
the Twingo. As much as | enjoyed my Twingo ownership |
don’t miss it. The Clio was more than happy hauling us around
the Welsh hillsides at a not inconsiderable rate whereas last
year we had to work fairly hard to get the Twingo around at
anything like a reasonable pace.

Throughout the morning we drove through breathtaking
scenery often sending sheep scattering up verges as they
somewhat unhappily relinquished the comfortable sleeping
spot they had found in the middle of the road. After around
fifty six miles of this we eventually reached our lunch stop
overlooking the impressive Lake Clywedog dam.

During lunch our party was joined by a local classic car
club enjoying the same sort of entertainment that empty fast
roads can provide. Between them they had a varied selection
of Lotus Cortinas, Triumph Stags and Rovers P5s. In between
the rain we managed to have a wander amongst them as well
as having a look at the Renault collective together with
meeting friends old and new.

After our leisurely lunch stop and with everyone suitably
replete, it was time to set off again. For the afternoon run the
Twingos left first whilst the members with other Renaults
departed last. This was to provide a good amount of sport for
those of us able to exploit the power of their cars in getting
past them!

to get out of the way. At least with them awake they would be
safe from kidnap by committee member Rachel Hardisty who
felt the urge to put one in the boot and take it home!

Whilst we had managed to not get lost all morning, the
afternoon was to prove slightly different. Following ROC
member Gareth Morris’ R5 GT Turbo we both managed to
miss a turning and continued a further five miles down the
road before realising all was not as it should be. A quick U
turn solved the problem, though on our way back to find the
correct road we passed Tim Brocklehurst in his Scenic
together with a Twingo who had also made the same mistake.
At least it wasn't just us. Darren Bowker, exploiting the power
of the Clio 172 Cup had long since disappeared into the
distance but whilst he found this junction missed another and
took himself on a small detour.

Our final stop of the day was to be at the Maesmawr Hall
hotel, some one hundred and thirty six miles from our original
start point.

Here all the Twingos were parked at the front of the hotel
whilst ROC members driving other, seemingly lesser Renaults
were directed to a mud filled car park at the rear of the hotel.
No photos for us then.

Once inside, after a chance to discuss where everyone took
wrong turns and compare notes, it was time for the traditional
quiz together with coffee and biscuits.

With a long drive home in front of us we took the long
walk back to the car park and headed off back to civilisation.

Thanks to Dafydd & Beryl Williams for once again
organising the run.

DA
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Renault Historique

The 12hp ‘Airline’ Saloon

PRICES 12hp ‘Airline’: £198
(with sliding oof: £207
13.9hp “Airline’: £220(incl. sliding roof)

12 H.P4-CYLINDER MODEL

ENGINE GEARBOX UNIT: Flexible rubber mounted. Detachable
cylinder head and sump, side valves. BORE AND STROKE: 70 x 95,
1,463cc. TREASURY RATING: 12.1hp. CARBURETTOR: Solex
downdraught. LUBRICATION: Pressure by geared pump. Grease gun
chassis lubrication. COOLING: Radiator and fan. CLUTCH: Dry single
disc. GEARBOX: 3-speed synchro mesh, silent 2nd. GEAR RATIOS:
Ist-17.9 to 1, 2nd-9.2 to 1, top-5.2 to 1. TRANSMISSION: Enclosed
propeller shaft taking torque reaction and driving strain. STEERING:
Worm and sector. TURNING RADIUS: approximately 18 feet.
SUSPENSION: SPRINGS: Semi-elliptic front, transverse rear. Four
hydraulic shock absorbers. Wire Wheels 4.75/18 tyres, spare wheel at
rear. BRAKES: Internal expanding. PETROL SUPPLY: Rear tank.
Capacity 10 gallons. ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT: Six-volt, lighting
and starting, dimming head-lamps, stop light, roof light and tell-tale
lamps for ignition and lighting. INSTRUMENT BOARD: Includes
speedometer, clock, ammeter, petrol gauge, oil gauge, inspection
lamp socket, etc. OTHER EQUIPMENT includes: Sunshine roof,
safety glass throughout, bumpers front and rear, driver operated rear
blind, rug rail, windscreen wiper, two ashtrays, licence holder, and
built-in luggage compartment behind rear squab. DIMENSIONS:
Track 4ft. 4in.; wheelbase 8ft. 8in.; overall length, saloon 13ft. 8in,
coupé: 13ft. 2in.; overall width, saloon 5ft. 3in., coupé 5ft. 3in.; height,
saloon 5ft. 8in., coupé 5ft. 4in. UPHOLSTERY: Brown furniture hide.
COLOURS: Saloon-Choice of black, ultramarine blue and smoke blue
Modern and comfortable — the new front seats (or combination of these) ; Coupé: Free choice of colours and
upholstery as 13.9 h.p. model.

Renault Airline

Note the roominess of the front compartment,
assisted by the new dash operated handbrake.

16 | Renault Owners Club magazine
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1937

The dop-head coupé

PRICES'Foursome’ coupé: 12hf240
13.9hp:£250.
2-seater coupé&€225and£235

13.9 H.P4-CYLINDER MODEL

ENGINE GEARBOX UNIT: Flexible rubber mounted. Detachable
cylinder head and sump, side valves. BORE AND STROKE: 75xI20,
2,120cc TREASURY RATING: 13.9. CARBURETTOR: Zenith down
draught. LUBRICATION: Pressure by geared pump. Grease gun
chassis lubrication. COOLING: Radiator and fan. CLUTCH: Dry single
disc. GEARBOX: 3-speed synchro mesh, silent 2nd. GEAR RATIOS: The roomy interior of the ‘Foursome’ Coupé
Ist-12.2 to |, 2nd-7.2 to |, top-3.9 to I. TRANSMISSION: Enclosed
propeller shaft taking torque reaction and driving strain. STEERING:
Worm and sector. TURNING RADIUS: approximately 18 feet.
SUSPENSION: SPRINGS: Semielliptic front, transverse rear. Four
hydraulic shock absorbers. Wire wheels 4.75 /18 tyres, spare wheel at
rear. BRAKES: Internal expanding. PETROL SUPPLY: Rear tank.
Capacity 10 gallons. ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT: Six-volt lighting and
starting, dimming head-lamps, stop light, roof light and tell-tale lamps
for ignition and lighting. INSTRUMENT BOARD: Includes
speedometer, clock, ammeter, petrol gauge, inspection lamp socket,
etc. OTHER EQUIPMENT includes: Straight front seat with folding
table at rear, or bucket front seats with pneumatic cushions, flush
fitting sunshine roof, signal indicators, safety glass throughout, folding
centre arm-rest to rear seat, bumpers front and rear, driver-operated
rear blind, windscreen wiper, built-in luggage compartment behind
rear squab, sun visor, four ashtrays, spare tyre cover, and licence
holder. DIMENSIONS: Track 4ft. 4in; wheelbase 8ft. 8in; overall
length 13ft. 8in; overall width 5ft. 3in; height 5ft. 8in. COLOURS AND Suitcases are fitted behind the rear squab on the
UPHOLSTERY: Free choice from eight pattern ranges. ‘Foursome’ Coupé

12hp and 13.9hp
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he New Megane Sport Saloon and Sport Tourer, the latest members of the new Megane family were unveiled at
this year's Barcelona Motor Show. These two new models will allow Renault to broaden its customer base in the
C segment, especially in markets that favour these particular body styles.

Available in the UK from November 2003 the models will be offered with a wide range of engines and manual or
auto transmissions.

The petrol engine range will comprise three units: 98bhp 1.4 16V, 115bhp 1.6 VVT and 136bhp VVT, while the
commone-rail diesel range will offer 80bhp 1.5dCI and 120bhp 1.9dClI units initially, to be followed later by the 100bhp
1.5dClI and 140bhpbhp 1.9dCl. All these engines will drive through five or six speed manual gearboxes. The 1.6 16V,
2.0 16V and 100bhp 1.5dCI engines will also be available with the Proactive automatic transmission with flick-shift

RIVERSIDE

INDEPENDENT RENAUL T SERVICE U.K. LTD LUBRICATION SERVICES
Unit 5, 106 Richadson Steet, Stockpay Cheshie SK1 3JL
Tel: 0161 429 8331. Evenings: 01663 766 447. Mobile: 07703 536060
Fax: 0161 429 8395

Did you know that there is an alternative to Sewices Include:
Renault main dealer servicing in Stockport? Cyl. head overhauls

May we introduce ourselves. We are Stockport's onlyservicing

independent Renault specialist, using only genuine Clutches

parts, original equipment and EIf lubrication. Brakes

Having been established 10 years, this family run ~ Tyres/MoTs

business is totally committed to catering for your  Exhausts

vehicles every need. We offer a fast turn round, Suspension upgrades
courtesy cars or collection/delivery if necessary, We only supply and fit

giving you that personal _service so lacking thes_e dayériginal equipment

In our new modern premises we have an ongoing Courtesy cars available (see
investment programme in specialised tools and

. . ; hotos
equipment for Renault vehicles from a Twingo to a b )
) Company accounts
Trafic. |
If we can be of service to you why not contact us for we _Come .
free quotations on any of our services — we're sure Major credit cards
you'll find us very competitive! accepted
Thank you for your time.
Andrew Timothy Norman Registered in England No 3752111
Director Web site: www.riverside-irs.co.uk
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Don’t be a dipstick —

check your oll

here were more than 2.5 million new cars registered

during 2002. Diesel powered vehicles accounted for
23.5% of these sales with many of these new vehicles
having extended service intervals of 18,000 miles or 2
years. The future with oil change intervals of 24,000
miles, or two years, are just around the corner with the
next generation of new cars.

The car manufacturers are developing both petrol and
diesel engines to meet the stringent requirements
governing emission controls (from the exhaust pipe) and
also better mpg for the driver.

Oil needs to lubricate the engine in a variety of
conditions. It needs to be thin enough to allow
lubrication of a cold engine but needs to maintain
thickness as the engine heat increases. All moving parts
need a thin coating of oil to ensure maximum efficiency.
Tests show that as oil levels fall, car performance drops
and engine wear increases.

recommend oil levels be kept on the dipstick maximum
line.

It has been reported by a major car-leasing agent in
the UK that it has seen an unprecedented increase in the
number of car engines blowing-up during 2002. If it is
proved that oil starvation is the cause, the cost to the
motorist could be enormous. So regular oil level checks
and topping-up has become of paramount importance in
the every day running of any vehicle.

Oil specifications are now becoming more important
with the advent of long drain intervals, meeting the strict
requirements of the manufacturers to ensure optimum
engine performance.

ELF lubricants are the only oils recommended by
Renault and 2003 sees a celebration of 35 years in
partnership together. Renault and EIf work shoulder to
shoulder at every stage, from research to final customer
with one common goal in mind; the highest performance

Modern engine component tolerances are designed tolevels.

reduce friction and increase fuel efficiency. Use of the
thinner high performance fully synthetic lubricants may
result in increased oil consumption during the engine
running-in period and during the critical engine start up.
This is why it is important that the oil level is checked
regularly, at every fuel stop or typically at 300 mile
intervals. Research show most drivers think their engine
is protected as long as their oil level is between
maximum and minimum. Car manufacturers

Be In 1t to win It!
o mark our association with EIf Lubricants they have

Tgenerously sponsored this simple competitorRienotes
readers.

There are two prizes of limited edition ELF/Renault
partnership paperweights designed by Arthus-Bertrand.

All you have to do is answer the three questions correctly to
be in with a chance of winning one of these superb prizes.

Copy the form opposite or write your answers on a card and
send to the Editor at Beccles or alternatively you can e-mail
them to magazine@renaultownersclub.com and do please add
your membership number.

Winners will be the first two correct entries drawn after
first post on July 31 and will be announced in the next edition
of Renotes.

Your membership must be valid beyond the closing date of
July 31 and paid up-to-date

Entries from Officers of the Renault Owners Club cannot
be accepted and the editor’s decision is final.

ELF Evolution SXR 5W30 engine oil ensures fuel
efficiency with exceptional performance, whilst meeting
the demands of longer service requirements therefore
which guarantees a higher level of performance.

For more information regarding the use of ELF
lubricants please contact the oil Technical help line on
01977 636222.

Janet Baker
Marketing Executive, TOTAL UK Limited

Pagerweight competition

Question 1:
How often should you check your oil?

Question 2:

Which brand of lubricants is the only brand recommend
by Renault?

Question 3:

At what point on your dipstick should your oil level be to
ensure maximum protection?

Name:

Membership No:
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More track days

enault UK has given the go-ahead for another trackday,

his time at Donington Park - Clio RSi, 172s, 'Cups', V6s
plus Mk1 Clio 16V and Williams plus Alpines, Spiders and
Renault 21 Turbos all welcome.

Following the demand for the first two events at Bedford
Autodrome, Renault has wisely put on a third event at the
famous Donington Park circuit near Derby. Whilst Bedford is
a fantastic venue, Donington will bring you closer to Renault's

motorsport activity and also take you onto an actual race track.

The evening track event on Thursday, 4th September is the
same day as a Formula Renault and Clio Cup test day. This
means you will be rubbing shoulders with Renault racing
drivers and teams as they prepare for the weekend race
meeting and sharing the Renault Race Centre facilities.

The emphasis will be firmly on members driving their own
cars on an actual race track. One-make saloon preparation
expert and driver Colin Stancombe, will give hot rides in his
Clio Cup racer, plus Renault racing driver instructors will be
giving more rides in the new Clio V6 255 and Cup road cars.
Instructors will also be available to give you coaching direct
from your passenger seat as you lap the famous Donington
Park track.

The provisional timetable is as follows:

14.00 — Renault Trackdays exclusive car parking area opens
15.30 — Welcome at the Renault Race Centre — coffee etc
available

16.00 — Signing-on at the Renault Race Centre, hot rides
allocation

16.30 — Drivers briefing

17.00 — Cars to the assembly area

17.30 — Cars in groups of five do familiarisation laps behind
the Safety Car

18.00 — Open pit lane for lapping plus hot rides

20.00 — Circuit closes, all cars return to paddock parking area

20.10 — Dinner at the Renault Race Centre

The cost is £150 for drivers or £195 for two drivers sharing

one car plus £20 for spectators (sorry no passenger rides are

allowed) payable by credit or debit card by calling the Renault

Trackdays hotline 01895 829288. There are 50 places

available on a first come, first served basis.

NORTON
(Heritage)

As last issue
Half page
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OBITUARY Model Registrars

R4/6: Derek Flavell, 10 Hillside House, Keycol Hill,

Jean'LUC Lagardél’e Newington, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8NE

. . Tel: 0208 694 1435 (Work)
We have noted with regret the recent passing of two
people in the world of cars, who have touched upon the - gye\e Hennessey, 57 Withersfield Road, Haverhill,

ROC's sphere of interest. _ ) Suffolk CB9 9HF. Tel: 01440 705898
The first is that of Jean-Luc (actually Lucien) Lagardere,

the French billionaire, who, as a protége of Marcel Dassault  Floride, Dauphine, Caravelle: Tony Topliss, 59

and Sylvain Floirat, two of the leading lights in the French Kingscliffe Road, Grantham, Lincs NG31 8ET
aeronautics industry, was put in charge of René Bonnet's Tel: 01476 573212

eponymous motor business, when it found itself in insur

mountable financial difficulties in 1963. The René Bonnet R5 Mk I: David Austin, 20 High Close, Padiham, Burnley,
cars utilised Renault (R8) running gear and were clothed with Lancs BB12 6PS. Tel: 01282 770085

fiberglass bodies (also used by their Panhard-engined DB

predecessors), which were manufactured in an old textile R5 MK lI/Clio : Claire Usher, 26 Knights Templar Green,
factory at Romorantin by a company in the French aerospace Chells Manor, Stevenage, Herts SG2 0JY
Matra group. E-mail: claire@delorean.plus.com

After he had learned of the ROC'’s interest in these Renault- )
based ‘specials,’ Lagardére ensured that we were kept closely R8/R10: Liz Swan, 100 Brahan Terrace, Letham, Perth
informed of development of the Matra-Sports MBS Djet V and PH1 2LW. Tel: 01738 633788
its successors (as the Bonnets had become), until Matra
Automobiles ‘grew up’ and moved into motor racing’s ‘big
time,’ first with Ford and then in their own right and when
Fhelr. Ford-powered Matra 530 sene\s replaced the Bonnet- R15/R17: Derek King, 153 Low Road, Island Magee,
mspwed Matra Jet.6. Later, Lagadere magle a fortune through Northern Ireland BT40 3RF. Tel: 01960 382867
his involvement with the Hachette publishing conglomerate
and with European television networks. R16: Richard Allen, 6 Norton Street, Rothwell, Kettering,
He died on March 14 at the age of 75, shortly after the Northants NN14 6DL. Tel: 01536 710046
February closure of Matra Automobiles, which had become
commercially unviable when Renault ceased the sale of the  R18: Richard Birchenough, 89 Hassell Road, Winterley,
plastic-bodied Avantime, a vehicle, which had been intended Sandbach, Cheshire CW11 4RT
to retain for Matra the significant profit level it had gained Tel: 01270 764912
over many years of manufacturing for Renault the similarly-
produced Espace | range, recently superceded by the new R19: Rachel D Hardisty, 12 Wilton Drive, Hollins, Bury,

R12: L J Macduff, 179 Irvine Road, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire
KA1 2LA. Tel: 01563 571843

metal-bodied Espace I series. Lancashire BL9 8BG. Tel: 0161 796 5782
R20/R30: Darren Bowker, 12 Wilton Drive, Hollins, Bury,
JOhn Pascoe Lancashire BL9 8BG.
Secondly, the passing of John Pascoe of Blackwood, Tel: 0161 796 5782

Monmouth, who was an ROC member in the Sixties. Like his
father before him, he worked in the motor trade and partici R21: Les Craven, 1 Rhoshill Road, Carn Gethin, Cefn
pated in local and national rallies. He started competing with a Hengoed CF82 7JE
BMC Mini Cooper, but also drove an R8 Gordini, with which Tel: 01442 816696
he won many awards. His father, Tom, was also a regular
motor sport competitor and drove an R8 Gordini, as well as a
Porsche 356. Father and son made up two crews (driving the
same R8 Gordini 1100) in the ROC'’s first year team entry to
the Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club Hill Climb at Woburn Park,
in the days before the safari park there.

In the September 1965 ROC ‘Newsletter’ (the forerunner
of* Renote} a thrc_ae page report appeared on the event, which Twingo: Dafydd Williams, Garreg Lwyd, Penrhyn
was a team handicapper and, eventually, the ROC came Deudraeth Gwvnedd LL48 6AW
seventh out of ten teams, when only one second separated the-l-gll.J 01766’77\,(\),)2/03
first seven teams! Tom and Gwynneth and son, John, had a '
fraught weekend, which in_c_lude_d areturn j_ourn_ey home to Kangoo : Tim Moore, Heronfield, Heron Place, Portree,
collect a forgotten competition licence, a diabolical meal en e of Skye, Scotland IV51 9GU. Tel: 01478 613050
route and a misfiring engine (cured for the timed runs)!
Latterly, John went historic rallying and the Gordini gave him  Espace: Alan Lampard. 319 High Street, Cottenham,
his last success, a second place overall in the '02 Palladwr.  Cambridge CB4 8TX. Tel: 01954 200811
We regret John'’s recent passing and extend our sympathies to
his family and friends, whilst hoping that thelide bleu’ has Performance : Andy Norman, 1 Middlewood View,
moved on into sympathetic hands. Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport

R25: Gary Byers, 11 Haycocks Road, Haverhill, Suffolk
CB9 7YL. Tel: 01440 702532

Fuego : Mrs Maxine Hallworth, 18 Store Street, Great

Moor, Stockport, Cheshire SK2 7HA.
Tel: 1061 487 1420
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Au coin du live

(The Book Nook, wheregu can read about the best books

on Renault)

Frankly, one would have thought that there was little more
to write about the mythical Renault 5 Turbo (aka the Five
on steroids) after Dominique Pascal’s pioneering (and now
long out of print) French language offering from EPA and
Peter Meaney'’s later, but more fully illustrated, privately
published English language riposte.

Not, so, for Frédérick Lhospiedisa Renault 5: d’un réve a
la realité (from dream to reality) is a large format, chunky

initial development, the modifications evaluated and adopted
(or not, as the case may be) during its commercial life, the
small differences from one car to another, the launch hype and
memorabilia, the one off specials and much, much more. All
the production changes are closely charted and discussed and
there is a comprehensive competition success listing.

There are separate sections concerning the pre-Grand Prix
promotional Coupé d’Europe R5 Turbo formula races

(200+ pages), self-laminated hard covered history of consider (including the full rules for this class of competition),

able erudition and research. Published at the beginning of
2002 by Editions Automobiles Centre France

(ISBN 2-9516481-X), it may set you back around £35 from
your favourite motoring bookshop, but it is a mine of profuse,
high quality illustration and factory-derived information (in
the French language) with a superb ‘imaginary scene’-intro
duction by the author.

In all fairness to its predecessors (both of which are
acknowledged by the author in his credits at the back of the
new book), the author reveals nothing earth shattering or
totally unknown to us, but what he does do, is to reveal by a

concerning the various distinct development models (Tour de
Corse, Critérium de Cevennes, Maxi, etc.), as well as the two
main civilized versions (i.e One and Two), not to mention the
experimental V6 version.

It is hard to criticise this work, at least from the point-of-
view of the sheer amount of pictorial and written information
given, which goes a long way to dull the pain of its price. The
picture captions are particularly apt and precise, yet the author
does not hesitate to enlarge upon any point meriting such
treatment, and the text has a wide variety of expression.

If you have ever lusted after one of these rare but tasty little

profusion of photographs (some of which we have seen before, rockets, yet have had to settle for a family hack (like most of

but many of which we have not) a wealth of minutiae

us!), then this book is the next best thing, even if it does take

concerning the twists and turns taken whilst the car was under five Christmas’ worth of Book Tokens to achieve! HM-W

New members

We are pleased to welcome the following new member
to the Renault OC.

David Bury R5 Auto Kirby Stephen
Daniel Kafka R5 Gord Newcastle
Raymond Hogg R5 Monaco Edinburgh
Norman Hearn Laguna Dorset
William Wells Clio Bucks

A Darmody R10 Co Kerry
Glyn Bollington R4 Rotherham
Stephen Birks GTA Surrey

JE Hardy Savanna Essex

Ms P Rainey Dauphine Co Down

J Fitzgerald Scenic Co Kilkenny
M G Witherden Scenic West Sussex
Eamon Walsh R16TS London

N J Rushton R5 Auto Northants

JL Bilham Laguna France

M Smith R25 Milton Keynes
Graham Knell R4 GTL Norwich

Paul THodgson R5 Surrey

L Pritchard R21 Turbo Swansea
DA Larne Clio Baccara Bath
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CONTINENRL CARS
Devon. Jct 28, M5
Tel: 01884 34124

Many special oférs on dassic spas

R12 headlamps, E6 £49.80
R10 water pumps £18.80
R10 front lover wishbone£28.00
R16 eary driveshaft £19.90
R10 exchangp callipersstill £48.00
R4 steering locks £19.50
Tremendousange of Espace Syees!

All Models — All ages — Also Sales
and Sevicing

Phone ér your
requiements
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For those who & not avare of the elationship between René Bonnet,
Matra and Renault (befe the Espace link, that is) thisst pat of a
seres of aticles may be aewvelation. r othes, more in the knw, we
crave their indulgnce

In talking of the Djet, which, born of disehrwas damnedyba lack of aféction on
the parrof its adoptive paents, it is eally difficult to recount with simplicity its
caeer for it hadly had one at all. Ftihermoeg, it is not easy to g it an &act
name for, first of all, it was bptized ‘René Bonnet Djet’ (a.k.a. ‘Asgljet’), then
‘Matra Bonnet’ and, finaj}l ‘Jet Matra Spds! And sq because opl1691 kamples
were manifactued betveen 1963 and 1968, this@&ft is broadly sufficient br us to
try to retell this sad taleBut it will be seen that themere some people who
loved them! And, to be objectywe simpl tested the cars!
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t the end of 1961, the association created as DB, the

initials of Charles Deutsch and René Bonnet, was
drawing to a close. The two associates were no longer seeing
eye-to-eye. Too much concerned with other activities, Charles

Deutsch had become very little interested with the DB marque,

Renault, as a result of his manufacturing consultancy work for
their Le Mans racers in the mid-Fifties. However, he had little
faith in the Renault mechanicals, which he had already
employed unsuccessfully in that undertaking. Renault only had
the four-cylinder, three main bearing ‘Ventoux’ engine of their

which had been founded in 1936 at Champigny-sur-Marne and Dauphine and 4CV. This elderly unit was always getting

which, for the last dozen

beaten by Panhard

years, had been limited
series manufacturing a
sporting coupé, powered
by the 850cc Panhard
engine. If Deutsch, more
theoretician than
pragmatist, stayed faithfu
to this (front engine, front
wheel-drive) layout,
Bonnet, who was more
commercially minded,
judged it to have become
fragile and outmoded.

All at the back: In
fact, in competition, the

offerings. But, at a
meeting in the Régie’s
design office, much to
Bonnet’s great surprise,
a prototype engine of
modern conception with
five main bearings,
mated to an all-new,
four-speed gearbox, was
revealed to him. The
engine, of which the
capacity could be varied
from 700cc through
1100cc, was to power
the Renault Eight, the
new warhorse, which
that manufacturer was

celebrated twin, latterly
developed to its limits,
now lacked not only cubic

capacity and, thus, power, but also mechanical reliability. It
could no longer compete against Abarth and others, such as
Lotus on the race tracks, where, until recently, it had been
invincible. Moreover, again on the racing front and following
the example of Cooper, who had shown the supremacy of the
mid-mounted engine, Bonnet no longer believed implicitly in
the merits of front-wheel-drive. On the other hand, Deutsch
continued to be a fierce devotee of that layout. In short,
everything, absolutely everything, divided the two associates.
Bonnet decided to recapture his freedom. For another two
years, Charles Deutsch, who clearly continued to remain
faithful to the old Panhard marque, would produce under his

1962 René Bonnet Djdt the only one in the UK

due to launch the
following year, that is to
say, in 1962. As for the competition engines, Amédée Gordini,
the ‘magician’ now under contract to Renault, would see to
their fettling. So Bonnet signed a contract with La Régie,
which doubtless did little to please Jean Rédélé, the father of
Alpine, who, over the years, had already been using Renault
components exclusively. However, there was one catch : René
Bonnet could only use Renault parts or his own special
confections.

Thus, on his plans, the new five main bearing unit from
Renault replaced the Mini bloc originally provided for.
Agreed, because of it greater length, it could no longer be
fitted transversely, so Hubert installed it longitudinally, but

own initials (CD) a sports coupé with a Panhard engine driving still centrally, behind the passenger compartment and the two

the front wheels, which had been planned to replace the DB
HBR-5 coupé. For his part, also under his own initials (RB),

little rear seats originally planned ... disappeared.
At DB — sorry, RB — they were familiar with polyester, as

René Bonnet, who had decided to go it alone, founded his own they were also at Chappe, who made bodies for Alpine and,

marque. Very briefly, that is how, at the end of 1961, the
break-up of DB gave rise to the birth of the two marques CD
and RB.

Bonnet had been very impressed by the (then) new Austin
Mini-Cooper, whose four cylinder, 998cc engine produced
more than 90bhp in competition form. He asked Jacques
Hubert, the company’s designer, to lay down a design for a
small competition sports car, which would be powered by the
four-cylinder Austin unit mounted centrally and, obviously,
transversely. On the basis of this compact bloc, Hubert
proceeded to design a little GT coupé, which, in his view, was
to be essentially sporting, not to say circuit-orientated, plus a
future cheap cabriolet for youngsters, based on the Renault 4
and he planned to continue the Le Mans cabriolet (but with an
1108cc Renault ‘Sierra’ engine) to serve as a commercial
breadwinner. Hubert designed a coupé along the lines of his
last DB to be seen at the last 24 Hours Le Mans Race (1961),
having a wheelbase of 2.04m, a width of 1.40m, with a narrow
track to help the Cx aerodynamic factor, 3.80m long and
1.10m tall, with a wedge shaped silhouette, manx tail and
steeply raked front and rear screens.

It will be a Renault: René Bonnet had contacts inside
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later, manufactured complete CGs and where certain DBs had
been made, as well as early René Bonnets.

Hubert thought to produce a completely polyester
monocoque, like the first Lotus Elite, which nevertheless had
one well-known fault, namely poorly located rear suspension.
Thus, to improve the location of the engine-gearbox-transmis
sion unit, he decided to bond in a very light (18 kilos)
multi-tube (light gauge and heavy gauge tubing) frame into the
coachwork’s polyester resin, in order to increase the rigidity
and, above all, better to locate the running gear. As far as the
suspension was concerned, he also thought modern : double
wishbones front and rear, with coil springs. The body was
fitted with an Alfa Romeo Giulietta SS Bertone coupé
windscreen, salvaged from the DB stock; this screen,
originally intended for use on the DBs for the 1960 Le Mans
24 Hours Race, fitted well into the car’s requirements in
respect of height and rake.

Thus, the car had been designed to be a circuit racer. So,
the front boot (bonnet) opened sideways from right to left to
simplify refueling in the Le Mans pits. The original goldfish
bowl rear screen hinged backwards to increase the mechanical
accessibility (not a nice job at the best of times) to an engine
mounted in the centre of the occupants’ space. At the same



time, one should take note of the thirteen inch magnesium
alloy wheels, a very rare thing at that time in France and,
furthermore, little appreciated by Bonnet. The constructor
from Champigny had, in fact, sold some of these a few years
earlier for 15CVs (Citroén ‘tractions’), which had been made
especially for his EPAF company and which had involved him
in a costly court case. By evolution or simply as a natural
progression, these wheels, suitably reinforced, proved to be
very robust when fitted to the Djet.

Just before the official test days for the 1962 Le Mans 24
Hours Race, three RB prototypes were
screwed together by Herculean
efforts; there was an open
barquette
and two
Djet
Ccoupés,
propelled
by
Renault
Eight four-
cylinder engines, prepared by Amédée
Gordini, with double overhead camshaft hemi-
heads, in two capacities — 706cc and 998cc. In the actual
race, two of the three finished, and the first of these, a Djet,
was in 17th place. Unfortunately, this was just behind its
rival cousin, the new CD-Panhard, which won the Index of
Thermal Efficiency. Bonnet had lost this tussle, but the Djet,
not yet properly sorted, had nevertheless shown superior
capabilities to the old Panhard.

Series-manufactured backbone chassi§he two Djets,
bearing the emblem of a leaping chamois (capricorn), which
was simply René Bonnet's birth sign, returned to the
Champigny workshops in the Avenue Général de Gaulle,
where the racing cars were fettled. The two tiny metallic blue
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with a rejetted Zenith 32mm carburetter, and a Rosi exhaust
silencer (muffler) was fitted. While the Renault Eight unit
developed 48bhp (SAE), in its 1100 guise, it produced
between 66 and 70bhp (SAE), which latter translated into
60bhp (DIN), according to version, that is to say 40% more
than standard. If the gearbox, located on a sub-frame right at
the back and hidden by a plastic grille, borrowed the Renault
Estafette’s casing, the internal gears were unique-to-type and
were very ‘long’ (i.e gave a higher road speed per given
engine revolutions). The car was exhibited officially at the
Paris Salon alongside the new front wheel drive ‘Missile,’
powered by the 850cc engine from the Renault R-1093
‘Rallye’ Dauphine and the Le Mans Cabriolet, which boasted
— and this is quite amusing — the Djet’s engine/transmission
bloc at the front on a sub-frame. Bonnet wanted to sell
two version of the Djet : the standard model with
the 1108cc engine and
backbone chassis and a
‘Rallye’ version with
an 1100cc hemi-head
producing
82/85bhp,
which pre-
dated the
future Renault Eight
Gordini layout. In reality, it was
only the Le Mans-type Djet ‘tarted up,” because

everything was running late and, besides, 150

clients had already signed order forms !

On the neighbouring stand, Alpine unveiled their
latest A-110 Berlinette, which likewise adopted the same basic
Renault Eight mechanicals to replace the ancient Dauphine
bloc. Moreover, the marque from Dieppe announced their
circuit debut for 1963 ! In comparison to Alpine, the Djet
could be proud of the fact that it was the first GT car in the
world to be manufactured in limited series with a centrally

cars enraptured clients, who wanted to buy one for themselves located power unit. At that time, there was no further doubt

at no matter what cost. But, by the very nature of the multi-
tubular space frame being bonded into the coachwork, limited
series manufacture at a competitive price would be difficult

and everyone — even Ferrari — was of the opinion that this was
tomorrow’s technology. And this, not only for competition
cars, where front engines were reaching the end of their days,

and, besides, the proper means of locating the suspension had but also for touring cars and for grand touring cars. However,

not been finalized. As a result of this, under pressure from
Claude Bonnet, René’s son, they fell back on the idea of a

classic steel backbone chassis, which had already proved to be

the solution for DB as well as for Alpine, as it offered
sufficient rigidity, room for bucket seats and access thereto

such things do not always work out....

D as in Djohn: But, in fact, why this original name of
Djet?
At the time, Bonnet had already been approached by the

through sensible door openings. At the front, the cross memberaerospace firm, Matra, which was then totally unknown to the
from the new Renault was adapted, whilst the original double public at large. Specialising amongst other things in polyester
wishbone and double coil spring rear suspension was retained. resin fabrication, this company manufactured the coachwork
Clearly, for the production car, the Renault Eight parts bin was for the DB Le Mans in an old weaving factory at Romorantin
extensively raided : steering gear, heating system, pedal about 200kms from Paris and sold them to Bonnet. So Bonnet
controls, brakes and even the fifteen inch steel wheels carrying decided to baptize his own cars with ‘aeronautical’ names,
little 145 tyres, which replaced the racers’ thirteen inch such as ‘Missile’ and ‘Jet.’ But, to ensure that one pronounced
magnesium items, thus necessitating the provision of a bigger this latter name American-style as in ‘John’ and not ‘Jhohn’
and less aesthetically pleasing wheel arch opening. In short, (as the French ‘Jean’), he decided to add the ‘D’ in front of Jet,
one compromised and one civilized. Under the huge rear hence Djet. This is the why and the wherefore. The production
window, one installed — as ever amidships — the five main line moved slowly and customers, who had ordered long since,
bearing engine of 1108cc, which was, in fact, the Renault began to complain. By good fortune, Bonnet, charming as
Estafette’s new engine, which was also to be fitted to the ever, knew how to placate them. Only 17 examples of the
forthcoming Renault Floride S, as the Renault Eight, which competition Djet were produced in 1962, a figure, which is

had just been released, still utilized a capacity of 956cc. contested by those in the know. One had to wait until July
Certainly, the unit was upgraded to sporting use. The cylinder 1963 for the first Djet | to roll off the production lines at

head was reworked and the side-mounted camshaft was a Romorantin, at a price of a shade under 20,000 Ffrs in 1963
peppier one; the engine flywheel was lightened, the distributor (keys in hand), which equates to around seventeen grand at
advance/retard was tailor-made, as was the inlet manifold, 1990 prices. In fact, four versions of the Djet were offered,
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even if this was only in theory, but this will explain why the plus twin overhead camshaft, hemi-head Renault Gordini
Matra nomenclature started at V (five). engine of 996c¢c, giving 95 — 100bhp, good for 215kph
This was the 1964 range : (130mph) with suitably ‘long’ gearing in 1963 !

Djet | with backbone chassis and 1108cc engine as fitted to Happily crowned by a Le Mans Thermal Efficiency Index
the Renault Estafette and Renault Floride S, developing 70bhp.win (Beltoise & Bobrowski), the Djet was widely admired for

Djet Il configured as above, but with hemi-head 85 bhp its flowing lines with a hint of aggression, road holding worthy
1108cc engine, which would appear the following year in the  of the times and a ‘sporting’ sound. But there was not only an
(first version of) the Renault 8 Gordini

Djet Il with multi-tubular frame this time, plus magnesium
alloy wheels and the 1108cc engine

Djet IV works prototype, using the same structure as above

The Matra 610, nicknamed ‘Coupé Napoléon,’ because it was
planned to debut in the 1965 Tour de Corse, only competed
once in the Critérium des Cévennes, when the clutch gave up.
A true prototype, it was based on a Djet, lowered by 10cm,
running on 13” wheels and using Formula 3 suspension. The
engine was Ford’s 1600, topped by Lotus’ double overhead
The Djet started the principle of mid—engine location : it was camshaft head, as used in the Cortina and Elan. Developing
the first French car to be produced thus. Matra retained this 155bhp, it was mated to a five—speed Hewland gearbox using
layout for their Jet, then for their 530, followed by their an adaptor plate — from a Brabham ! Johnny Servoz—Gavin, with
Bagheera and, lastly, for their Murena. Henri Farjon, drove the car on its one and only, ill-fated outing.

South WestRENAULT Spares

A RANGE OFNEW AND USED PARTS
FOR THE FULL RENAUO RANGE

* PARTS « ANELS » SEFV/ICING « EXHAUSTS « RERAIRS
* TYRES » CAR SALES « BATERIES
BREAKDOWN RECOVEFR

GOOD STOCK OF CLASSIC RENAUO SPARES

OPENING HOURS: MONDA — SATURDAY 8.00 am-5.30 pm

UNIT 1, GILBER TS COOMBE, NEW PORTREATH ROAD,
REDRUTH TR16 4HG

TEL: (01209) 314181

Just of the Avers Roundabout on the A30

26 | Renault Owners Club magazine



‘up’ side to things. Firstly, in spite of its light weight (a mere
650Kkgs), its aerodynamic shape (a Cx of 0.25) and its super-
long gear ratios, the 66bhp (SAE) punched out by the little
1100 engine did not give it a top speed of much over 165khp
(100+mph) when on song and it took thirty-six seconds to
cover the one kilometre standing start. Secondly, it cost more
than an MGB 1800 or a Triumph TR4, to say nothing of an
Alfa Romeo 1600T]I

| Renotes

already been under consideration by his son, Claude, who,
even today, runs a garage at Champigny-sur-Marne under the
René Bonnet insignia.

In the factory at Romorantin, he had decided to develop the
car, in order to try to overcome the principle drawbacks
mentioned above and also commented on by the customers.
And he planned this without discussing it with his father or
with the car’s designer,

saloon, all of which were
quicker, more responsivd
and, above all, more
practical, but just as
exciting. Cramped, narro
and with the bucket seat
jammed between the
chassis backbone, the dq
openings and the engine|
the Djet, let’'s face it, was
not very welcoming, and
the vehicle could not car
a child or a dog or even 4
passenger taller than
1.75m. Then, as soon as|
the weather turned warm

Jacques Hubert. To these
latest modifications, he
had to add those imposed
by Matra (since
September), who sought
to simplify manufacture.
Very briefly, the
following are the
differences between the
Djet of René Bonnet and
that of Matra. First of all,
the tracks, which had
been deemed too narrow,
were increased by 10cm
at the front and by 8cm at
the back, necessitating a

the goldfish bowl rear
screen, the large front
windscreen and the
centrally-located engine,
all helped to turn the interior into a grill. And, finally, situated
a mere few centimetres away from the ears, the noise of the
engine with its free-flow exhaust did not make for an ideal or
restful GT car for long distances, even in the context of 1963.
In town, the gearbox, with its ultra-long ratios, of which the
lowest allowed speeds up to 70kph (over 45mph), required a
fairy’s touch — pardon me, foot — to get the car off the mark.
Obviously, we have no need to discuss further its easily
damaged bodywork in everyday use, despite large overriders,
added specifically at Bonnet's insistence, chronic problems
endemic to new semi-artisanal products, frequent overheating
hassles and a virtually non-existent dealer network. This will
explain why only 180 Djets left the production lines at
Romorantin up to July 1964. The vehicle, despite all its
intrinsic qualities, paid the price for being too greatly inclined
towards competition. It had no chance, for, when it was used
on the road, it was too sporty and it was not sporty enough for
pure competition, where it was beaten on the circuits by the
true prototypes from Alpine, which were faster.

Poor sales, indebtedness and all the rest, which could
happen, did happen and happened quickly. Bonnet had no
alternative but to hand over the reins of his business to Matra,

modification of the front

The first Soviet citizen to own a sporting French car, a certain....Yuri Gagagross member and of the
At Matra, one knew how to get into orbit!

rear suspension, which

was beefed up at the same
time. This significant widening of the tracks called for a new
shape of the wings, on which the wheel openings were
emphasised by a thick rolled lip, which increased the car’s
overall width to 1.50m, up from the previous 1.40m. In length,
in order to increase the luggage capacity, the tail was made
longer by 40mm in the style of the ‘Aérodjet’ (the Le Mans
racers) and its design was modified with a bumper and
overriders, together with the round rear lights from the Simca
1500, which replaced those of ....a truck. At a stroke, the rear
screen became hinged at the front, for practical reasons.
Further, one noted the enlarged square front air intake, air
scoops to increase front brake cooling and better air extraction
around the rear screen. The car was slightly raised on its axles,
whilst the floor level was lowered in an effort to improve the
comfort. On the mechanical side, one found a new larger,
transverse exhaust silencer (muffler) at the back and new
gears, derived from production items, but ‘shorter.” Although
this new gearing had the virtue of offering more convincing
acceleration, it left a yawning gap between the second and
third ratios. Of course, there were several other details
....giving a total of ninety modifications, which every Djet
owner clearly knows off by heart. The range thus comprised

who took over and nominated him as technical advisor. Bonnet the Djet V with the 1108cc engine giving 70bhp (SAE) and

was forced to leave and, chilled to the bottom of his soul, the
whole thing ended up in a court case. But this is another story

170kph and the Djet VS with the 1108cc Renault Eight
Gordini ensemble giving out 90bhp (SAE), which differed

altogether, as one says diplomatically. At the 1964 Paris Salon,from Renault’s own saloon by being turned through 180
a communigqué announced that the firm of Engins Matra would degrees, thus necessitating special exhaust pipework. To be

continue the manufacture of the Djet under the name of Matra
Bonnet. After DB and René Bonnet, here we are at Matra
Bonnet.

Forty centimetres longer:At that Salon, on its huge stand,
Matra presented Djets, revised, rectified and ‘civilised’ as was
explained at the time; these were called V and VS, thus
continuing logically the numerical sequence of the preceding
range. In reality, and to be honest, before circumstances had
forced Bonnet to relinquish power, these new Djets had

noted also was the replacement of the (cylindrical) carburetter
air filter by very musical trumpets. Selling at 26,000 Ffrs in
1964 (meaning about twenty grand at 1990’s values), the Djet
VS hustled along at 190kph (over 115mph).

To be continued in next issue

(The ROC acknowledges with thanks the copyrights of the
original (French text) author, Patrick Vergés, and of the
French magazine ‘Auto Passion’ in whose edition No. 30 of
December 1989, this article first appeared).
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mono
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ClassifiedSales & Wants

ADVERTISERS
PLEASE NOTE

Small adverts in Renotesare free to
members advertising their persond saes
and wants (i.e. non-profitmaking).

All other adwertising is charged at the
following rates. All trade classifieds must
pre-paid.

Classified (25 words) £10
1/4 PAGE (mono) £25
1/2 PAGE (mono) £45
FULL PAGE (mono) £85
Rates for colour advertisng available on
request.

Cheques should be made payable to the
Renault Owners Club and sent with the
advert to Renotest 89 Queen Eizabeth
Drive, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 9LA.

The ROC cannot warrant cars or parts
advertised in these columns.

Renault 7

Renault 7GTL (booted 5), 1978, on British plates,
very good runner, ex bodywork (red). Requires
brakes to get through MoT. (I have a complete
set of brakes for this car ie discs, pads, shoes,
cylinders, master cylinder plus lots of other
spares). It's a shame to leave it standing on my
garden, so any good offer. Tel: 01895 271588
or 07951 044206. E-mail me at
glen.chandler@btinternet.com

Renault 4

D reg, 1986, Renault 4 GTL requires a new loving
home. Fantastic body. Still as seen as my
wedding car Renotes, Issue 2, 1999, 85,000
miles. Tel: 01732 823425. (Kent). E-mall:
barnfield@fairseat354.fsnet.co.uk

Renault 10

Renault 10, rare daily use car. Grey, black
interior, 69K, 7/12 MoT. £1000 plus bills
2000/3, mechanics, interior perfect. Body good
but needs cosmetic attention. Offers around
£1200. Tel: 07866 454991 (Lancs).

Canawelle

| have 2 Renault Caravelle convertibles for sale
.One is a one owner from new 45,000 miler
that has been stripped to bare metal and
resprayed in the original white .The car runs
really well but has been stored in a lock-up for
about 3 years since the restoration and will
need some attention to chrome and an MoT.lt
has soft and hard top and will make a fantastic
investment for the right person. The other is a
red soft top with loads of new bits including a
1300 engine good chrome and reasonable
bodywork.Has had daily summer use for many
years. Both 1968 and I'm looking for £3500
and £2500 respectively. Tel: 0208 8577820 or
07930 408777.

Renault 5 Mkl Auto

1984, 47,000 miles
Maroon with unmarked beige
interior. Michelin tyres all round
MoT to May 2004. Car currently
on SORN
Good original car, winner at
Beaulieu 2002

Best offer

Contact:
The Editor Renotes

Renault 18

R18 GTL Mk2 Estate (1650cc), 1984, low

mileage (85k miles), 6 mths MoT, £130 just
spent on brakes, very reliable, low cost
workhorse. Offers around £150. Tel: 01793
610406.

Renault 25

1986 (D) Renault 25 Monaco 2.0ltr auto for sale.

Lots of history. Many new parts over last few
years. Spares or repair. Good driver, first time
starter. Good hits: Good body, very good tan
leather interior, elec. windows and sunroof. 6
months MoT, tax out at end of April. Genuine
Renault towbar with twin electrics. Bad bits:
Engine & gearbox bath leak oil. Occasional
electrical fault causes misfire (cured by turning
ignition off then on again). Original radio non-
functioning. New car forces reluctant sale.
Offers invited. Tel: 0208 4678355.

RENOSPEED

Probably the only specialist in the UK

General servicing to a complete bo
off restoration.

Choice of engines from 845cc to
1397cc turbo.

Choice of gearboxes, high or low

ratios, 4 or 5 speed, using original gear

lever arrangement.
Laser cut chassis panels and
galvanising if required.
Lots of spares available.
Work up to a standard, not down tg
price. Don't give up on your R4!

Tel: 0208 694 1435 or
07816 586642

y_

Renault 16

R16DL. Oldest known UK Spec car. Red, 717
Gearbox rebuilt with al new synchro cones +
oil seals, new clutch , drive shafts cylinder
head reworked, new head gasket.Car has
original factory paint on the original sills. Tyres
replaced last year. Will be supplied with new
MOT, original pre computerised log book and
valuable unique spares. A commitment to look
after this car, keep as a collectors item and
not to use as a daily driver will be as important
as having the purchase price of £1950 Please
tel 01536 710046 after 19-00 hrs.

Renault 16TL for sale. Dark blue 1978, fitted with
five speed gearbox, sadly failed its MoT mainly
due o rust. The car can be driven, although
the handbrake is inoperative. Lots of good
parts. The car is in Hampshire. £30 ono. Tel
07780 858385 or E-mail
piers.caunter@tesco.net

Parts for sale

Renault 11. New parts, map reading light, water
pump, rear brake cylinders, centre console
surround, rear brake shoes. Also used rear
door seal and an alternator. Tel: Norman
Thompson 0208 643 4590.

Renault 4GTL, 1985, light blue, chassis rot,
breaking for spares. Many good parts; lights,
doors, tailgate, bonnet, tyres, plus some new
spares: clutch kit, etc. All cheap, must go. Tel
for details, Roy 01623 555803.

R17G cylinder head plus various ancillaries;
Complete Renault range microfiche from
Estafette to Safrane with microfiche machine;
R16 brake pads; R17G French spec
headlights, unused, boxed with backplates; R6
square headlight, unused. Tel: 02392 374829.

Low compression cylinder head for 810 series
engine (from late 5GTL mk. 1). Cylinder head
688 engine (R4/5/6). 4GTL doors & talgate.
Front & rear wiper motors late 5GTL mk. 1.
Headlights R5 mk. 1. Various carbs & other
R4/5 bits. Ripple bonnet for very early 2cv
(pre-53). Tel: 01242 250095. E-mail:
anything@andymcghee.evesham.net

I'm having a clearout so al must go. | have a
1983 Renault 5 GTL, 5-door. Moss green
metallic, one previous owner from new, tax,
and MoT, all history including bill of sale, only
35,000 miles, lots of new parts, £600. Also a
Renault 9 Automatic, 1988, E reg, MoT Sept,
excellent for age, E/W, C/L, SIR, lots of
paperwork, 77,000 miles £395. Have got some
Renault 18 front panels, inner wing panels
F&R, also front bumper panel. £40. Also, a
1960 Renault 4CV. LHD, still on French plates,
Runs, body good, needs some work , so make
me an offer. Pictures of the above can be sent
via e-mail. Tel: 01580 241131 or 07909
516192.

Brand new Renault 11 parts for TXE Electronic
1721, type B376. 7701468491 water pump,
7701035475 rear brake cylinders, 7701366106
map reading light, 77013493 air intake tubing
40in length. Tel: 0208 643 4590.

Solex 26DIS5. 800 series engine. Carburettor
Type 434. Brand new unused, suitable for
Renault 4. £30.00. Tel: 01328 701424.

Original Renault parts for sale, from R4 to R30.
Contact Hector - Cyprus - E-mail:
rotacy@globalsoftmail.com
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Cars and Arts Wanted

Renault 18 saoon chrome windscreen trims,
front and rear. Mine are corroding so new
preferred. Any reasonable price paid. Tel: Alan
on 01403 753969 or alan.pearson@bt.com

Has anyone got four plastic tubes to go in the
front seat backrests to enable headrests to be
fitted to my R16. Also has anybody got the
plastic chrome gutter strip for my wife's newly
restored 1973 R5L (R1221). Please ring Tony
Topliss 01476 573212, or E-mail
ttopli@nascr.net

Auto gearbox for 1988 R25 V6, 2664cc, type
4141, 3 speed auto, complete with diff. Must
be good. Please help or advise. Tel: 0121 686
4522. Fitterwayne@hotmail.com

Nearside front wing for Mk1 R17. Can exchange
for mint condition Mk2 wing. Also seeking
chrome upper and side sections of front shield
and chrome side pieces to rear bumper. Would
also like to contact any R17 owners in Suffolk
area to take photographs/sketches to assist
with rebuild Tel: Chris on 01284 704846 or e-
mail ramspatch@breathe.com

Renault 9 and Renault 4 towbar assemblies
wanted, near Essex if possible, any condition.
Tel: Chris James 01787 273471 or
sible@worldonline.co.uk

Car Jack for Renault 4, new or second hand.
Contact: tandjcronin@hotmail.com

New Zenith 28IF carb. (R4F6 spec.). Tel: Andy:
01242 250095. E-mail:
anything@andymcghee.evesham.net

Renault 5GTL, 1983, 5-Door. Front window
winder mechanisms. N/S and O/S. Also, Front
‘petale’ seats in beige. Tel: 01580 241131 or
07909 516192.

Set of alloy wheels (4 stud) for 1995 Renault
Safrane, The spoked cross type (I think from
the Executive). With or without tyres,
Reasonable price paid. Tel: 01580 241131 or
07909 516192.

Standard right hand drive driver's door mirror for
R16 and screws. Anyone got a spare one? Tel:
Dave Wadsworth 0208 894 2784.

Genuine Renault exhaust parts (must be Renault)
for 1647cc Renault 18 GTL/TS/GTS Type
R1341/1342. Especially rear silencers - part
number 7701 702 484, stamped with Renault
diamond,the number 81 and manufacturer -
usualy "Lauchaire", "ELI" or "Wimetal". Box
also has a large dent in rear corner to fit round
towing eye. Please help, Renault don't supply
the real thing anymore! Also wanted — Any R18
American-specific parts (or car | can
dismantle!), especially trim — offside rear door
trim with chrome insert and full width black rear
spoiler. Contact Richard on 01270 764912.
Email Richard@birchy16.freeserve.co.uk

R11 TXE, Electronic phase 1, must be
gooddecent condition, no horrible restoration
projects, MOT would be preferential. Wil
collect nationwide. Tel: David on 01282
770085 or 07740 103848 or email
jelly.racing@virgin.net

I'm still looking for front anti roll bar bushes for
R5 Gordini turbo A reg, will just take drop links
if in good nick. Please help I'm really stuck.
Tel: 01256 346814.

Renault 6

Renault 6TL, 1972, L Regd, tax exempt, white,
recent full respray, highly showable car, taxed
and tested, £950. Tel: John Henderson 07747
002982.

Renault 6, 850 I.h.d, very early model with
starting handle and chrome surround on rear
quarter window. Drives and chassis mostly
good. Phone for details. £99 car only or £150
with good selection of new parts included. Tel:
01536 710046.

Renault 11

D reg Renault 11 GTL, high mileage, good
condition, no tax or MoT, near fsh, recent new
battery and alternator. Selling for spares. £80.
Tel: 07811 324359. E-mail:
steve_tricker@dynexsemi.com

Other

1991 Fiat Panda Young 750. Left-hand drive
(Originally registered in Italy; now on British
plates). 68,000 km; one owner from new.
Taxed and MOT'd until end Sept. 2003.
Designed to run on unleaded, in excellent
condition, perfect for your house in France!
£550 ono. Tel: Andy: 01242 250095. E-mail:
anything@andymcghee.evesham.net

Advertise your unwanted pas in these
columns.

Renault T urbo Spares

Breaking: 2 x 5 Gordini, 5 X R5G? x R9
2XR1, 2xR18, 5 x Fuego, 7 xR21,1 xR
Most Parts Available

Phone/Fax: (01254) 886885

Unit One, Queen Street Garage, Queen Street,
Great Harwood, Blackburn, Lancs BB6T A

Specialist servicing to all Renault turbos
Always wanted — Renault Turbos. Anything considered

All major credit cards accepted
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